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Preface
The Indianapolis Chapter has attempted to tell the story of ASWA from the
unbelievably small beginning to the exciting growth at the end of 1962.
The information has been assembled from the bits and pieces furnished by the

Chapters, the Coordinator, the Woman C.P.A., the annual and regional reports

furnished by the National Office, and the Documentary Record furnished by Erma
A. Sembach, National President.

We have been told our requests for information have stimulated interest in the
records and archives of the Chapters. If this is true, perhaps the assembling of a
50th Anniversary History will be, because of available information, more com

plete and a less arduous task.
Each year as we continue to grow, History is made. It is with the thought of
preserving for those to come, not only our triumphs but our errors in order to
build for the future a still stronger organization, that this History has been as

sembled and presented to you—our guests—on this our Silver Anniversary.

Abbreviations used:

ASWA—American Society of Women Accountants
AWSCPA-—American Woman’s Society of Certified Public Accountants
CPA—Certified Public Accountant
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A Message From Your Founder
While the keeping of records is as old as civilization, it is only within the last
half century that accounting as we know it has become a recognized profession.

The first CPA certificate was granted by the State of New York in 1896, and
while a woman received the degree only two years later, the profession, until
quite recently, has remained virtually a closed one to women.

In 1933, thirty-five years after this first certificate was issued, there were only

a few over a hundred women certified public accountants, contrasted with about
fifteen thousand men in the profession. It was in that year that nine women certi
fied public accountants, at the invitation of Anna Grace Francis, met in Chicago,

and formed the American Woman’s Society of Certified Public Accountants,
principally because they felt that women certified public accountants would be
interested in knowing each other, and discussing mutual problems. The organiza

tion grew slowly as did the ranks of women certified public accountants. In 1937,
in a population of 130,000,000 there were 130 women certified public accountants

—One-In-A-Million.
The members of American Woman’s Society of Certified Public Accountants
felt that it was not because of a lack of ability but more because of a lack of
opportunity that women were so poorly represented in the profession, and it was

with the hope of increasing the opportunities for women that the American Society
of Women Accountants was formed under the sponsorship of American Woman’s
Society of Certified Public Accountants. This society was broader in its scope

and admitted to membership women not certified, but employed in accounting,

teachers of accounting and advanced students of the profession.

The American Society of Women Accountants began in May of 1938 with three
members, Ida S. Broo, Katherine C. Kaercher, and Elizabeth Cook. The purpose

of this Society, as set out in its first membership application blank was—

To Improve the efficiency of its members in their profession;
Further the opportunities in the profession for women;

Establish a good fellowship among women members of the
accounting profession.

The objectives through which it was hoped to accomplish these purposes were
to investigate the opportunities and limitations for women in the field, outline a

program designed to overcome these limitations, and acquaint the public with the

abilities and qualifications of its members. Through the years This Society has
adhered closely to these objectives.
Through monthly meetings held by the individual chapters, members have en
joyed good fellowship and have realized inspiration and opportunity. The unique
relationship between the two societies, and their close cooperation has provided a

joint public relations program directed toward enlightening the public, especially

the employing public, with the qualifications and achievements of women in
accounting.

Annual meetings held in conjunction with the American Woman’s Society of
Certified Public Accountants, in the same city, and just prior to the meeting of
the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants, allow members to take
part in proceedings and programs of the A.I.C.P.A.

Regional meetings, both Eastern and Western, provide additional opportunity
for participation in technical and social programs.

The American Society of Women Accountants was incorporated on July 7,

1953, under the laws of the District of Columbia. On May 6, 1953, The Society

was granted exemption from federal income tax as a business league under the
provisions of Section 101(7) of the Code. An information return, Form 990, is
required to be filed annually by each chapter with the Internal Revenue Service
in its district. A return is also required of the National Society.
The American Woman’s Society of Certified Public Accountants and the Amer

ican Society of Women Accountants have not attempted to usurp the functions

of existing professional accounting societies, but have paid particular attention
to the problems of women in accounting. They have encouraged their members to

become members and take an active part in existing professional societies.

Recognized as the Voice of the Woman Accountant, This Society impresses its
membership with the privileges and corresponding responsibilities which are theirs

in upholding the high standards of accountancy, to the end that the woman ac
countant may remain a valued member of an honored profession, worthy of the

confidence of the public and dedicated to its service.
Ida S. Broo

Milestones and Memories

A History
Of

American Society of Women Accountants

1938
A successful “opener” for any article or talk must contain the five “W’s”—
Who, What, When, Where and Why. The year 1938 held all the qualifications of
success for a group of women accountants.
But, history is not made in one year alone. We must turn to 1937, the year
which made possible our answer to the five “W’s”.

During the annual meeting of the American Woman’s Society of Certified Pub
lic Accountants, it was decided to form an auxiliary body, with membership open
to junior accountants and students of accounting, to work with and through the
American Woman’s Society of Certified Public Accountants in furthering the
interests of women accountants. A committee, headed by Ida S. Broo, C.P.A., of
Indianapolis, was chosen to complete plans for this organization.

Thus, on December 30, the committee met at the Southern Tea Room in Chi
cago and Mrs. Broo presented a tentative outline of a plan for formation of an
auxiliary group. The committee members included Charlotte Liszt, Minneapolis;
Anne Lord, Aurora, and Ruth Peabody Waschau, Chicago.

The principal points agreed upon at this meeting included:

Name:

American Woman’s Society of Junior Accountants

Purpose:

To advance the interests of women in the profession of account
ancy, and to work with the AWSCPA to that end.

Members:

Women actively employed in some branch of accounting and stu
dents of accounting. Associate membership for those who are
interested in and have a knowledge of accounting, but are not
actively employed in this profession and are not C.P.A’S. Mem
bers of AWSCPA to be honorary members of this Society but not
to be active members or to hold office.

This Society to be under the sponsorship and guidance of AWSCPA with ade
quate provision to maintain supervision and control.
Local chapters, subsidiary to the National, to be organized, subject to the rules
and regulations of the National.

Although no formal organization was authorized, it was decided to organize
two pilot groups, one in Chicago and the other in Indianapolis. Subsequent organ
izations would be developed in the light of the experience gained through the
pilot groups.

And so, 1937 gave us the “Who”, “What” and “Why” of the five “W’s”.

On March 25, 1938, Mrs. Broo, a guest at the Chicago Chapter meeting of
AWSCPA, announced plans for the organization of the first auxiliary group in
Indianapolis.
9

The original intent in the formation of the auxiliary society was to include
only those who planned to become Certified Public Accountants or who were
studying to obtain their certificate. However, in planning the organization, this
intent appeared too limited, and the qualifications were broadened to include
those who were not certified and were not striving for that goal. With this deci
sion, the previously selected title of American Woman’s Society of Junior Account
ants had become American Society of Women Accountants at the time Mrs. P»roo
announced her plans for the Indianapolis group.

When—May 1938
Where—Indianapolis, Indiana
And the five “W’s” are answered.
Three prospective members of the American Society of Women Accountants,
Chapter #1, Indianapolis, met at the home of Ida S. Broo. A skeleton organiza
tion was formed and invitations were issued to twenty-seven prospective members
to attend a meeting of the new society in June. Ten persons were present at this
June meeting and all joined the Society. Twenty-seven applications were filed at
a July meeting and twenty-three new applications were received during an August
meeting.

A tentative constitution and by-laws, approved by the Board of Directors of
AWSCPA, were adopted by the Indianapolis Chapter.
The first National and Chapter officers were Ida S. Broo, President; Eliza
beth Cook Miller, Secretary, and Katherine Kaercher, Treasurer.
September 17, 1938
A date long to be remembered!

The American Woman’s Society of Certified Public Accountants invited mem
bers of the first chapter of the junior auxiliary, the Indianapolis Chapter of the
American Society of Women Accountants, to attend their sixth annual meeting
at the Lake Shore Country Club in Chicago.
There, during the joint business session, Ida S. Broo of Indianapolis gave her
committees’ report on the organization of the American Society of Women Ac
countants and submitted the constitution and by-laws of that Society for approval
of the Board of Directors of AWSCPA.
The eventful day was climaxed at a dinner when Gertrude Priester, New York
City, as principal speaker, spoke on “Experiences of Women in Accounting”.

A summary of aims and purposes of the American Society of Women Account
ants was given by Marguerite Lamar, instructor in accounting and auditor of
Kent University, Kent, Ohio.
The closing of the year saw the beginning of a new Chapter of ASWA in
Chicago. The Chicago Chapter of AWSCPA met with five prospective members at
the Southern Tea Room and temporary officers and chairmen of committees were
appointed. Clara R. Stahl served as first president of the twenty-seven members.

While ASWA moved forward, Douglas G. (Wrong-way) Corrigan flew from
Brooklyn across the Atlantic to Dublin without permit or passport—Hitler in
vaded Austria and Bette Davis received the Academy Award for “Jezebel”.
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1939
May 20, 1939—The first anniversary of ASWA.
The fifty-eight members of the Indianapolis Chapter and their guests celebrated
the anniversary in the Chateau Room of the Claypool Hotel. Ida S. Broo, retiring
president, presided and introduced the special guests, Ruth Waschau, C.P.A., Chi
cago; Gertrude Priester, C.P.A., New York; and Mazie Bryan, C.P.A., Chicago,
the president, treasurer and secretary, respectively of AWSCPA, Clara Stahl,
C.P.A., President of the Chicago Chapter of ASWA and members of the Chicago
Chapter of ASWA.

Anna G. Francis, C.P.A., Chicago, and founder of AWSCPA, sent greetings
to the assembled members and guests.

The programs carried the official colors of ASWA, green and gold, and the
flower, a gardenia, was given as a favor.
Dr. John J. Haramey of Indiana Central College spoke on “Which Way
America”.
Incoming officers of the Indianapolis Chapter were installed at this meeting.

A Sunday Get-Acquainted Breakfast was held. Two papers were given—“Look
ing Backward” by Esther Steup Kimberlin, and “Looking Forward” by Ruth
Richter.

Gertrude Priester spoke of the annual convention to be held in New York City.

Sight Seeing followed the close of the meeting. Although the weather failed to
cooperate with Mrs. Broo and her planned lawn party, the afternoon was spent
discussing the plans and problems of ASWA.
While their charters show 1940, two other chapters had their beginning in this
year. New York, Chapter #3, was organized with twelve charter members. Ger
trude Priester, C.P.A., was their sponsor and also served as their first president.
The charter date is May, 1940.

Detroit, Chapter #5, had twenty-nine charter members and was sponsored by
Grace Dimmer. Crystal Kilgour served as their first president and their charter
date is September 21, 1940.
June 19-21

The first annual meeting of ASWA held in conjunction with the seventh annual
meeting of AWSCPA at the Hotel McAlpin in New York City proved profitable
and enjoyable to the three chapters represented, New York, Chicago and Indian
apolis. The Hoosiers, who arrived by chartered bus, had a gala time attending
the meeting and enjoying the sights of New York and the World’s Fair.
The success of the meeting was heightened by the announcement of Chapter
^4 of ASWA—Spokane, Washington.

Mr. Victor H. Stempf, CPA, President of New York State Society of Certified
Public Accountants spoke on “Extensions of Auditing Procedures” at the banquet.
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ASWA National officers were elected at this meeting:
President

First Vice President

Ida S. Broo, C.P.A., Indianapolis
Clara R. Stahl, C.P.A., Chicago

Alice Aubert, New York

Second Vice President

Secretary

Evelyn Vick, Indianapolis

Treasurer

Alma Wasmuth, New York

Discussion of the membership qualifications resulted in establishment of the
broad general requirements that the prospective active member have a knowledge
of accounting sufficient to close a set of books and make statements; that she be
a teacher actively engaged in teaching some branch of accounting; or that she be
a student regularly enrolled in some resident or correspondence school of ac
counting, advanced at least to her second year work. Beyond these simple require
ments, discretion is vested in the local membership committee as to eligibility for
active members.
The result of a questionnaire sent to thirty-eight members of the ASWA proved
interesting in showing the degree of interest and usefulness of the Society. An
swers showed that the members had joined:

First

For fellowship

Second

For inspiration

Third

Interest in accounting

Fourth

Desire to advance in their profession

Fifth

Prestige

It was indicated that the Society had in full measure met the expectations of
its members; that the most outstanding benefits so far derived by the membership
were inspiration and fellowship; that most of the members believed the Society
would accomplish much and were enthusiastic over the possibilities. The question
naire showed a large majority of the members planned at some time to take the
C.P.A. examination, only seven out of the thirty-eight stating definitely that they
did not intend to ever take this examination.

On August 1, 1939, the first issue of the “Joint” Bi-Monthly Bulletin, the
Woman C.P.A., reported the joint annual meeting.
Chicago had a social get-to-gether in August but the group was soon discussing
committee activities and possibilities for progress. Meetings were held in Sep
tember and October on unemployment insurance and compensation.

Indianapolis chartered a bus and went to McCormick’s Creek in August for a
picnic. The first dinner meeting of the season was held in September with seventynine attending. The first monthly bulletin of the Indianapolis Chapter was pre
sented to all members and guests.

New York heard Mr. Henry L. Seidman, C.P.A., discuss the qualifications and
requisites for taking the C.P.A. examination in New York at their first fall meet
ing. Plans were made for the future growth of the chapter and the trip to Indian
apolis the following year to attend the annual meeting.
We grew with chapters stretching from Coast to Coast—Germany and Italy
announced military and political alliance—Gone With The Wind was the movie
of the year—The Republic of Czechoslovakia was dissolved—and President
Roosevelt proclaimed a limited national emergency.
12

1940
Philadelphia—City of tradition—June 17

Ida S. Broo, C.P.A. of Indianapolis, and Gertrude Priester, C.P.A., New York
City, Presidents of ASWA and AWSCPA, respectively, met at the Arcadia Res
taurant with a group of women students of accounting from Temple University.

These students had followed a rocky road to meet with representatives of the
two organizations. Tradition-bound Philadelphia, which in the minds of American
citizenry signifies the beginning of our nation, was slow to cast aside restrictive
limitations in opportunities for American women. One prominent university re
fused admittance to women in its day classes in accounting, although no hesitation
was shown to sell correspondence courses to all takers. In another university,
women honor students were denied membership in the honorary accounting
society even though all qualifications were met.
And so, the students met in protest to discuss the unfair discriminations and
conditions in Philadelphia and to hear the purpose of the American Society of
Women Accountants. Philadelphia Chapter #6 was formed with five charter
members, Mildred August as President and Gertrude Priester the sponsor.
All chapters had lively discussions on “Equal Rights For Women”. The Indian
apolis Chapter became members of the Round Table with their educational
“Round Table Meetings” where selected and announced subjects, such as The
Wagner Act, were discussed by all those attending.

September 20-22—Indianapolis Athletic Club—Indianapolis
And the second joint annual meeting was under way.

Chapter

#1.

Friday was a Get-Acquainted Day with each chapter contributing stunts for the
occasion. Then, came a buffet supper and round table discussion of committee
activities led by the National Chairmen. The collapse of the buffet table, a possible
tragedy, proved to be only a minor incident.
Saturday morning the directors of both societies met, and a joint business
meeting was held.
Saturday afternoon found each society in a business meeting, and afterwards,
all were off on a sightseeing trip in and around Indianapolis.
Speakers at the banquet told us of things to come and problems of the present.
In a prophetic mood, Miss Ethleen Lasseter, C.P.A. of Atlanta, Georgia, pictured
“The Woman of Tomorrow”, and Mr. James V. Gibbin, Editor-in-Chief of the
Alexander Tax News Letter, New York City, outlined “The New Tax Picture”.
Sunday morning came and a farewell breakfast—Presentation of charters to
each of the six ASWA chapters was a fitting climax for this second annual
meeting.

New York Chapter members met with the New York AWSCPA membership in
November and December to hear speakers discuss estate tax apportionment in
New York and the equal rights amendment.
“Little Conventions” did much to develop a spirit of friendship and group har
mony among members. The Indianapolis Chapter members joined Chicago mem
bers of ASWA and AWSCPA on November 16 in Chicago. Mr. Edward B. Wilcox,
C.P.A. of the firm Edward Gore and Company, spoke at the dinner meeting on
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“The Relationship of the Internal Accountant to the Independent Auditor”. Fol
lowing the Sunday morning breakfast at the Union League Club, Chicago members
escorted their Indianapolis guests on a sight-seeing tour of Chicago.

Unrest spread throughout the world—Estonia, Latvia & Lithuania were an
nexed by the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics—Leon Trotsky, exiled Russian
leader, died after an assault at his villa near Mexico City—Rebecca was the movie
of the year—Tom Mix, the western movie star, died—Franklin Delano Roosevelt
was elected President of the United States for the third time—and John Steinbeck
received the Pulitzer Prize for The Grapes of Wrath.
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1941
The Year of the Trophy—
The lucky chapter winner would receive from AWSCPA a trophy at the annual
convention. The award points established for the competition—
1.
Number attending convention
2.
Scrap books
3.
Local bulletins
4.
Increase in membership
5.
Attendance at chapter meetings
Living up to the traditional West Coast slogan of “bigger and better in every
way”, the Los Angeles Chapter ^7 was organized by Jane E. Goode, C.P.A.
Jane, elected first president, Elizabeth Burcham Crippen and Gretchen Wells, all
members of AWSCPA, announced an auspicious start with thirty-four paid mem
bers at their first regular meeting in June.
An invitation came to both societies to attend the convention of The American
Institute of Accountants at Detroit, September 14-18.
History was made September 19-21 Detroit, Michigan’s Statler Hotel when AWS
CPA and ASWA met jointly for the third time. Our first radio broadcast on a new
FM station featured Grace Dimmer, Detroit, Mary Gildea, Chicago, Gertrude
Priester, New York, and Ruth Richter, Indianapolis, in an informal interview con
ducted by Mrs. Chittenden. Several thousand fan letters arrived in the next mail.
The excellent planning of the Detroit Chapter for this convention was thwarted
on Friday night when the opening session was delayed for an hour and a half while
eleven accountants, including three CPA’s, audited a restaurant check at Frame’s.
Too many cooks spoil the broth. That may account for the time it took to locate
the two extra dinners on the check.
Fifty-four members, representing six of the seven A.S.W.A. Chapters, elected
Mary Gildea, C.P.A. of Chicago, the National President.
Saturday morning, M. B. Walsh, President of the Walsh Institute of Accountancy,
spoke on “The Influence of Inflation on Accounting”, and a film on “Know Your
Money”, produced by the United States Secret Service, was shown at the luncheon.
Guest speaker at the banquet was Mrs. Jean Chamberlin, Past President of the
Federation of Women’s Clubs.
The Indianapolis Chapter received the beautiful silver trophy bowl from the
Trophy Committee.
The new Board of Directors met Sunday morning before the brunch. The con
vention entertainment committee arranged a trip to Greenfield Village where, in a
few moments time, we were transported to Colonial days and scenes.
Blackout Time—and all residents of Los Angeles were requested to stay home
at night. Since Los Angeles covered more than four hundred square miles, and
some A.S.W.A. members were suburbanites, the chapter voted to change their
dinner meetings to Sunday morning breakfasts.
Hazel Johnson Skog and Barbara Bateman of Spokane, as well as Ida Kaminoff
of Seattle, all C.P.A.’s, attended the 19th Annual Northwest Conference of Certi
fied Public Accountants at Spokane. Miss Kaminoff’s enthusiasm for a chapter in
Seattle sent her home with plans and high hopes.
We were listening when Franklin D. Roosevelt made his Four Freedoms speech
to Congress in January—watched Gary Cooper as Sargeant York—President Roose
velt and Winston Churchill signed the Atlantic Charter—Robert Sherwood’s “There
Shall Be No Night” was the drama—United States Marines occupied Iceland and—
Japan attacked the United States Fleet at Pearl Harbor on that fateful day—De
cember 7th.
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1942
Hoosiers hurried—and a new chapter was born in January when Terre Haute,
organized by Thelma Ann Houser of Indianapolis, became Chapter ^8. Harriet
Hahn, C.P.A., was elected president. Seventeen was important to this new chapter
as their charter was dated February 17 and signed by 17 members. They were pre
sented with their charter on April 18 by Ida S. Broo, and eighteen members of the
Indianapolis chapter attended the charter dinner.
The Los Angeles Chapter arranged with the University of Southern California to
award a year’s scholarship to a woman student majoring in accounting for the
school year 1943-44. A committee of three was appointed to select either a junior
or senior from a list prepared by the University and based on scholarship and
campus activities. Personality, character qualities and potential leadership were
each given consideration. Committee members were Mrs. Wayland A. Morrison,
Trustee of Scripps College, Claremont, California: Mrs. Frederick Woodbridge,
M.A. in Accounting and wife of the head of the accounting department at the
University, and Jane E. Goode of the Los Angeles Chapter. Spurred on by this
accomplishment, the Chapter started similar arrangements with the University of
California at Los Angeles.
The pendelum swung westward, and Seattle Chapter ^9 was chartered on March
18 through the efforts of Ida Kaminoff. The nineteen charter members elected Ida
their first president.
In spite of grounded planes and September snowstorms, members from coast to
coast met in the Palmer House in Chicago for the annual convention and the cele
bration of the tenth anniversary of the senior society. All but one of the ASWA
chapters were represented at this September 25-27 meeting with Indianapolis having
the largest out-of-town representation.
The Friday evening session was a joint meeting of the two societies where com
mittee reports were given and discussed. Mary Gildea was elected to serve another
year as President of ASWA during the Saturday morning ASWA business meeting
which followed the breakfast board meetings.
Miss B. Fain Tucker, Attorney and President of the Woman’s Bar Association of
Chicago, discussed women’s legal problems caused by the war at the Saturday
luncheon.
Highlight of the convention was the banquet and a huge birthday cake, rivalling
in splendor most wedding cakes, and sufficiently large to furnish a sizeable piece
for each guest present.
John L. Carey, Secretary of A.I.A. and editor of the Journal of Accountancy,
spoke on “Women Accountants” at the banquet. Because of the excellence of his
talk, parts of it were reproduced in the October Woman CPA for the benefit of
those who could not attend the convention.
The Los Angeles Chapter received the annual award for the greatest accomplish
ments during the year. The award, a $5.00 defense stamp, was promptly earmarked
for the chapter’s scholarship fund.
It was reluctantly agreed to suspend the Philadelphia Chapter until a later date
since the members were students and unable to devote the necessary time for de
velopment and there was no certified public accountant located in Philadelphia to
sponsor the chapter.
1942 found us singing tunes from Irving Berlin’s “This Is The Army” and whist
ling “Praise the Lord and Pass the Ammunition”—we cheered when Greer Garson
received the award for Mrs. Miniver—listened with horror to the reports of the
Cocoanut Grove fire in Boston—and learned a Supreme Court ruling held valid
Nevada’s 6-week notice divorces.
16

1943
Prospective members in Grand Rapids worked diligently on plans for a chapter
of ASWA in their city. Thirty-seven accountants attended the organization meet
ing and an additional number indicated their interest in the development. However,
election of officers was postponed until fall as those who attended were not
acquainted and they felt additional meetings through the summer would be benefi
cial for a September election.

War and restrictions—And so, the officers and directors of AWSCPA and ASWA
invited all members within the vicinity of the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel in New York
City to meet with them at a joint board meeting in lieu of the annual meeting, Oc
tober 17.

Election of National Officers and Directors was held at the September meeting
of each chapter. In New York, it was announced that Jane E. Goode, CPA of Los
Angeles, had been elected president of ASWA.
To promote “National Thinking”, as suggested by Hazel Skog of Spokane, the
week of October 25-31 was designated as “Convention Week”. And thus, this uni
que national meeting was held in each chapter. Meetings of the various chapters
were held during this week, speakers addressed the members on “Post War Op
portunities for Women”, National Committee reports were read and messages
delivered from the National Officers.

Rita Kelleher, a junior at the University of Southern California, was chosen for
outstanding scholastic ability and professional promise and received the Los An
geles Chapter’s scholarship for a years tuition. It is believed Miss Kelleher was the
first woman in the United States to receive such an honor from a group of profes
sional accountants.
History was made when Franklin D. Roosevelt signed the pay-as-you-go tax bill
on June 10—Helen W. Wilke and Gladys Dornton of the Seattle Chapter and Mag
dalene M. Perishing of Chicago received their CPA certificates—Mairzy Doats and
Pistol Packin’ Mama were record program favorites—and Upton Sinclair received
the Pulitzer Prize for “Dragon’s Teeth”.
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1944
A mahogany gavel with an engraved silver nameplate — the new President’s
trophy—and a year of hard work for the recipient. Recognition of accomplishment
during the year is the basis for the trophy presented by the outgoing National presi
dent who selects the chapter to receive the award. The choice is based on public re
lations, membership attendance and growth, programs, bulletins and cooperation
with the national organization. The president’s own chapter is not eligible.
Julia G. Norse, C.P.A., received Grand Rapids’ Chapter #10, dated March 1,
1944, as the first president. The sixty-two charter members worked diligently and
increased the membership to 80 by the end of the fiscal year. They voted to sponsor
a scholarship at the University of Michigan for a girl graduate of Grand Rapids
Junior College who would continue as an accounting major. Scholastic grades, per
sonality, character qualities and potential leadership determined the selection of the
student.
Congratulations went to Mary E. Lanigar of the San Francisco Chapter who
passed the C.P.A. examination.

Inspiration flourished when officers, directors and committee members of AWS
CPA and ASWA met May 19-22 at the Atlantic Biltmore Hotel, Atlanta, Georgia.
The representatives of both chapters were dinner guests at the annual meeting of
the Atlanta Chapter of the Georgia State Society of C.P.A.’s. The meeting was de
voted to the women accountants. Grace Keats extended greetings from AWSCPA
and told of its aims and purposes. Grace, a member of the Chicago Chapter, was
AWSCPA President. Ida S. Broo, of Indianapolis, gave a splendid account of
ASWA. Those attending included Ethleen Lasseter, Atlanta, second vice-president
of AWSCPA; Josephine Kroll, Chicago, secretary of AWSCPA; Ida S. Broo, In
dianapolis, past president of both societies and chairman of the nominating com
mittee of AWSCPA; Gertrude Priester, New York, past president of AWCSPA
and first vice-president of ASWA; Edna Grambort, Chicago, second vice-president
of ASWA; Heloise Brown Canter, Houston, associate editor of the Woman CPA,
and two congenial and gracious husbands, John Keats and Gus Broo.
The visitors were honored at a Saturday luncheon where Ida Broo spoke on
“Woman in Accounting” before 35 of the most outstanding local women account
ants. Atlanta women accountants felt the need of an organization to provide regu
lar meetings for idea exchanges and the study of new problems arising, as well as,
development of friendly relationship with other women in the same field. The
meeting ended with a motion to form a local ASWA chapter and a committee was
appointed to draw up suitable by-laws.

Grand Rapids received the President’s trophy and was the largest chapter with a
membership increase of almost 30% since organization the previous fall. Their
bulletins reflected energy, enthusiasm and vision and their accomplishments in
cluded a tuition scholarship award at the University of Michigan. Special mention
went to Seattle Chapter whose membership almost doubled during the year.
Helen J. Maddex, C.P.A., a former member and second president of Seattle
Chapter, sponsored San Francisco, Chapter #11, and served as their first presi
dent.

Atlanta Chapter #12 was formally launched July 25, by thirty-six members
who adopted the constitution and by-laws drawn up by the committee appointed
in May. Susie Sudderth, elected president, announced that an educational pro
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gram would be offered in addition to constructive programs at the regular monthly
meeting. The first of the series was devoted to a study of the job relations training
program under an able instructor.

Invitations to a tea issued by Marion A. Frye, C.P.A., brought together on
October 7 sixty-eight business women of Cleveland to discuss the formation of a
Cleveland Chapter. Maggie Breen, Cleveland’s only other woman C.P.A., acted as
co-hostess. Enthusiasm ran rampant and by the end of the following week over
fifty applications for membership had been received. Two weeks later, a dinner
meeting was held, officers were elected and committees appointed. Marion A. Frye
was elected president.

The fifth joint annual meeting was a time of change, and at the Hotel Jefferson,
St. Louis, Missouri, completely revised by-laws of both societies were adopted.
There was an attendance, including AWSCPA and ASWA members, of 63, with
the following chapters represented: Atlanta, Chicago, Detroit, Grand Rapids, In
dianapolis, Los Angeles, New York, Seattle, Spokane and Terre Haute.

The Saturday morning joint meeting featured a panel discussion presented by
Dorothy Jane Miller Jones, Spokane, newly elected president of ASWA. Building
and maintaining membership was discussed by Eunice Mosely for Vera Jean
Bobsene Williams of Los Angeles who was unable to attend. Frances Sadauskas
Buczek of Chicago spoke on programs for meetings, Evelyn Forsyth, Grand Rap
ids, on cooperation with the national organization, Marjorie Mitchell, Detroit, on
public relations, and Ida Broo, Indianapolis, on future developments of ASWA.

Current and post war tax problems were presented by the Saturday night ban
quet speaker, Miss Alberta R. Crary, head of the firm Alberta R. Crary and Asso
ciates of Whittier, California. A member of the Los Angeles Chapter, ASWA di
rector, and tax editor of the Woman CPA, her subject was “The Tax Plan of the
Committee for Economic Development”.
Charters were formally presented to the two newest chapters, San Francisco
and Atlanta. The evening was concluded with lovely music by Mr. and Mrs. Broo.

Membership in the chapters increased substantially during the past year. On
August 31, prior to the acceptance of the San Francisco and Atlanta Chapters.
the membership total was 411.
Fire swept the Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus at Hartford, Con
necticut, this year—Franklin D. Roosevelt was elected for the fourth term—Glenn
Miller, orchestra leader, was killed—and Going My Way was the Academy Award
picture of the year.
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1945
April—the month of showers brings chapters as well as flowers! Charter #13,
dated April 5, was granted to the Cleveland chapter which had 75 charter
members.
Honorary membership was bestowed on Ida S. Broo in May. In accepting this
honor, Mrs. Broo said she felt both humble and proud to be considered worthy
of this high honor, and reminisced about the time she and two other members
“sat on the doorstep” and discussed the possibility of organizing the American
Society of Women Accountants. More than six hundred women in the United
States were then members of the organization.
Helen J. Maddex, San Francisco, on May 19 represented both societies at the
United Women’s Conference, a meeting to discuss “Women’s Share in Implement
ing the Peace”. The discussions, not directed toward any particular group or
profession, but for the benefit of all women, not as women, but as citizens of the
world, gave San Franciscans an opportunity to observe, at first hand, the laying of
the groundwork for the peace to come.
Because of restricted travel conditions, it was decided that no national con
vention would be held. Helen Maddex of San Francisco was elected national
president by mail for the year 1945-46.
A meeting by mail of the Board of Directors of AWSCPA produced a resolu
tion which established an annual award, to be known as the AWSCPA award, to
go to the most outstanding chapter of ASWA. This resolution, passed in Septem
ber, provided for a suitable trophy and a substantial cash award to be given each
year to the chapter showing the greatest interest, efficiency and growth according
to points scheduled to give equal advantage to large and small chapters.
We expand and we change—The firs: unofficial Midwest Regional District
meeting of ASWA-AWSCPA was held at the Lincoln Hotel in Indianapolis De
cember 1 and 2. Chicago, Cleveland, Detroit, Grand Rapids and Terre Haute
Chapters were well represented.
The Saturday evening session, attended by 86 members and friends, was social
and devoted to good fellowship. Mr. Dick Mills was the guest speaker and Eva
Lou Tews, Indianapolis, the toastmistress. A style show and quiz program com
pleted the evening.
On Sunday morning, Ethleen Lasseter, National President of AWSCPA, ex
plained the rules and regulations governing the AWSCPA award to be presented
to the outstanding ASWA chapter at the 1946 national convention. Emma Hey
of Grand Rapids and Marion A. Frye of Cleveland discussed public relations, and
Rachel Anne Neil, Terre Haute, spoke on the need for regional directors. Cecil
M. Miner, Detroit, told of her chapter’s plan for an advisory committee and urged
all to try to become certified public accountants. The meeting was stimulating,
marked by animated discussion and the desire to make this a part of our national
growth. Copies of the proceedings were sent to all chapter presidents.
Marjorie Guthat, Chicago, Merle B. Whitbred, San Francisco and Alice Olsoe
of Seattle passed their CPA examinations this year.
Indianapolis mourned the death of one of its members, Elizabeth Cook Miller.
Together with Ida Broo and Katherine Kaercher, she organized and greatly as
sisted in the development of the Indianapolis chapter, the first unit of ASWA. A
diligent worker and beloved by all, she served as president of the Indianapolis
Chapter in 1940-41.
History was crowded with decisions and violence in 1945. Mussolini was exe
cuted—Hitler and Goebbels committed suicide—The Yalta Conference was held—
President Roosevelt died on April 12—the first atomic bomb was exploded—U. S.
forces entered Korea—and MacArthur took over the supervision of Japan.
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1946
Once again Michigan scored—Muskegon, sponsored by the Grand Rapids
Chapter, received their Charter #14 dated April 23. First president was Vivian
G. Warner, and the chapter was composed of 16 charter members.
Eyes turned toward the West and the Pacific Coast Regional District meeting of
AWSCPA-ASWA at the Claremont Hotel in Berkeley, California, on May 11-12.

The meeting convened with a luncheon on the beautiful Lido Deck, Saturday,
and this was followed by a series of interesting talks. Atlanta’s Ethleen Lasseter,
president of AWSCPA, discussed the organization, purpose and aim of both socie
ties, their relationship with each other and with other accounting organizations,
and the potentialities of women as accountants. Ruth Clark, Los Angeles, pre
sented public relations as one of the most effective mediums through which efforts
of the society are projected. Catherine Greene of San Francisco, Assistant Dean
of Women and Instructor of Accounting at the University of California in Berke
ley, spoke on “Education for Women in Accounting”, stressing the importance
and necessity of a liberal education as well as technical knowledge for women
who aspire to higher levels of the profession. “Private Accounting for Women”
was discussed by Ida K. Ezra, Seattle.

The Saturday evening banquet in the Bamboo Room included prominent fig
ures in the fields of accounting and education as special guests. Anson Herrick,
member of the firm of Lester, Herrick and Herrick, San Francisco, spoke on
“Misconceptions and Vagaries of Accounting”.

Sunday morning was devoted to a round table discussion and informal presen
tation of ideas of the major problems encountered in administration of the na
tional and local organizations.
Susie Sudderth, C.P.A. and charter member of the Atlanta Chapter, served as
ASWA president.
Weather in Cleveland did not permit the original plans for the Spring Confer
ence to be carried out in their entirety. They started, as scheduled, June 1, with a
luncheon at the Cleveland Hotel where members were held spellbound by Ida
Broo’s delightful story of the history, progress and future aims of ASWA.
Sightseeing followed the luncheon, after which members were entertained by
Cleveland Chapter President, Marion A. Frye and her husband, Andrew Doelker,
at the Winding Creek Farm in North Ridgeville, Ohio. Supper served at a com
munity church was a prelude to a delightful evening.

At the Sunday technical session, Gertrude Priester of New York told of “Na
tional Conventions as I Know Them”. Paula Reinsch and Julia Norse, both of
Grand Rapids, discussed regional directorship and scholarship awards, respect
ively. Bertha Meyer of Terre Haute presented information on new members and
Jennie M. Palen, New York, reviewed professional ethics. In the general discus
sion which followed, many valuable contributions were made by the members.
East Side—West Side—All Around the Town—The joint annual convention of
AWSCPA and ASWA held at the Waldorf-Astoria, New York City, September
19-22, was the most successful one in the history of the two societies. The presid
ing officers, panel participants and featured speakers all did a uniformly excellent
job and competed successfully with New York’s many counter-attractions.
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Maurice Austin, distinguished speaker at the Saturday breakfast, gave a talk on
“Current Trends in Federal Taxation”. Mr. Austin was chairman of the Com
mittee on Federal Taxation of the American Institute of Accountants.
Dr. Catherine DeMotte Quire, ASWA member, Assistant Professor of Account
ing and Assistant Dean of Women on the Berkeley Campus of the University of
California, was the principal speaker at the banquet and chose as her subject
“Pioneers in Accounting”. She referred briefly to Fra Luca Paciolo, a Franciscan
monk, who is the earliest known exponent of double entry bookkeeping, “realistic
in his understanding of business details and canny in his understanding of human
weaknesses—two qualities—a part of the honorable tradition of the profession”.
The next step in the growth of accounting, she said, occurred four hundred years
later, with the rise of codes of commercial law, when need arose for a group of
honorable and disinterested experts in accounting matters who could regard
themselves as trustees of property rights and interests. She saluted those women
whose persistence and devotion to the highest standards of the profession have
finally achieved professional status for the women accountants.

ASWA members continued to pass their CPA examinations. This year: Ann
Brenner, New York; Susie Sudderth, Atlanta; Katherine Pfeifer, Cleveland;
Marguerite Doucette, Seattle; Virginia Boyer, Los Angeles, and Rosemary Hoban
and Marjorie H. Mitchell, both of Detroit.

This was the year the Republic of Philippines became an independent nation—
twenty-two Nazi leaders were convicted of war crimes in Nuremberg—ASWA edu
cation committees studied commercial law, job instruction training, tax problems
and preparation for CPA examinations—State of the Union was the drama—the
League of Nations closed its work and the first general assembly of the United
Nations opened in London—scholarship awards became increasingly important
to ASWA chapters—Atlanta’s “Woman of the Year in Business” was Ethleen
Lasseter, president of AWSCPA and leader in the founding of their chapter—
President Truman proclaimed cessation of hostilities of World War II—and
Grand Rapids won the AWSCPA trophy and the $50.00 cash award for the out
standing work they had done the past year.
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1947
A new year—A new national office—
January 1 our New York office at 342 Madison Avenue was established, as
approved by the ASWA board of directors, with Helen Lord as office manager.
This office, another milestone in the development of our organization, housed
both ASWCPA and the Woman CPA.

Ida Broo had previously given her office space and equipment for the conven
ience of our organization. ASWA deeply appreciates her many years of work,
guidance and tireless service which are part of the foundations of the organization.

Special congratulations went to Marguerite Reimers, Seattle charter member,
who received the highest marks of the 179 Washington candidates who took the
May CPA examination.
Evelyn E. Forsyth of Grand Rapids was elected president of ASWA by a vote
by mail.

In the city of Peachtree Streets—Atlanta, Georgia—a joint regional conference
was held at the Biltmore Hotel on May 3, 1947. Dinner at Aunt Fanny’s Cabin
at nearby Smyrna started the ball rolling for early arrivals on Friday evening. A
large representation of members of both societies in the eastern territory attended
and participated in the formal discussions, and enjoyed the surpassing entertain
ment planned by the hostess chapter.

Susie Sudderth, president of ASWA, presided at the opening luncheon on Sat
urday in the Empire Room. Various phases of chapter activities were discussed
during the program. Phoebe Comer, Indianapolis, spoke on the AWSCPA award;
Jean Neil of Terre Haute discussed membership; Virginia Wood, Atlanta, pre
sented information on programs and Jennie Palen of New York talked on legisla
tion. A visit to the Cyclorama and a Gay Nineties Tour of Atlanta followed the
luncheon sessions.
All joined the hostess chapter at a dinner in the Pompeian Room on Saturday
evening in their annual public relations meeting where Marion Frye of Cleveland,
chairman of the national public relations committees of ASWA and AWSCPA,
spoke on “Public Relations”. The principal address was delivered by Dr. Catherine
Sims, noted historian, lecturer and associate professor of history at Agnes Scott
College. Dr. Sims received her education at Barnard College, University of Lon
don, Geneva School of International Studies, and Columbia University. Her
subject was “The United Nations, The United States, The U.S.S.R.—International
Triangle”, emphasizing the importance of public relations, or understanding of
problems involved, in the establishment of any permanent world peace.
Belligerent Thermometers—vacations schedules—But—a new high in attend
ance, profit and enjoyment was reached at the joint annual meeting at Grand
Rapids on August 7-10. A party in beautiful Townsend park featured an elaborate
smorgasbord and an unusual program of games. The furniture museum, game
rooms, sight-seeing trips, and a film “America the Beautiful” added spice to the
full program of the conference. The convention climaxed a year of vigorous
growth and effectiveness, made possible by the concentrated effort and loyalty,
not only of officers and committee members, but of the entire membership.

Friday morning was devoted to reports on the Woman C.P.A., membership,
new chapter development, programs, education, public relations, Administrative
Practitioners Act, other legislation, research and awards.
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Mrs. Judith Lowe spoke at the Saturday morning breakfast, her topic “Women
in Economics and Legislation”. A very fine panel discussion on employee-em
ployer relations followed the principal speaker.

A beautifully staged reception, and we were ushered into the banquet on Sat
urday evening. “The Business Outlook” was the subject of the banquet speaker,
Mr. Frank E. Seidman of the nationally known public accounting firm of Seidman
and Seidman. Keying his remarks to the entertainment as well as the serious side,
he warned that talk of a depression helps to bring one.
The National presidents gave their reports, and ASWA reported a splendid
increase in members and the formation of two new chapters—Toledo and Colum
bus. Ruby Clarke Freligh, C.P.A. and first president of the 16 Toledo charter
members, received Charter #15.
Esther Wilhelm, president of the 31 Columbus charter members, received Char
ter #16, dated September 29.

This was the year the Marshall Plan and Taft-Hartley Labor Act became effec
tive—Grand Rapids, for the second successive year, received the AWSCPA award
—the armed forces were unified and James V. Forrestal became first Secretary of
Defense—Gentleman’s Agreement was the picture of the year—Alice Aubert, New
York, passed the November CPA examination—The Truman Doctrine was ap
proved—and King Michael of Rumania abdicated.
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1948
The spot light was turned on Grand Rapids as their new vocational counseling
service was introduced. Senior high school girls who expected to engage in book
keeping benefited from the enthusiasm of the Grand Rapids members. The mem
bers, in their own offices, interviewed the students individually and discussed the
fundamentals of office procedure and methods. Through these interviews, stu
dents learned the requirements of a business office and were able to approach the
selection of their first jobs more intelligently and with more assurance.

Chapters studied insurance, uses of the slide rule, and speech improvement.
It was an ASWA homecoming when the joint ASWA and AWSCPA regional
conference was held at the Indianapolis Athletic Club for the celebration of the
tenth ASWA birthday on May 15-16. It was an outstanding event both in attend
ance and entertainment provided.

Sightseeing trips, the Speedway qualification trials and a style show entertained
the members who were early arrivals.
One hundred eighteen members and 50 guests heard Mrs. Hope Bedford Nevitt,
the speaker at the Saturday night banquet, eloquently describe her observations
and experiences during a revolution in Bogota, Columbia, where she was a guest
at sessions of the United Nations Conference.

The special banquet feature was the cutting of a huge birthday cake by Ida
Broo while the entire group sang the traditional “Happy Birthday” song. Mrs.
Broo spoke with pride of the accomplishments of the past ten years and the
growth to fifteen flourishing chapters with 768 members in eight different states.
The spirit of celebration was sustained through the fun fest arranged by the
hostess chapter.

Vice-President Marion Frye of Cleveland presided, in the absence of President
Evelyn Forsyth due to illness, at the Sunday morning meeting. Interim reports of
the National Secretary and Treasurer were given by Paula E. Reinisch and Jean
Neil, respectively. Committee reports on membership, legislation, public relations,
new chapter development, research and advisory were read and discussed.

Luncheon was served in the Ball Room immediately following the business
meeting. Heloise Brown, President of AWSCPA, voiced the appreciation of
AWSCPA for the honor paid them as guests during the two days of work and
celebration.
The tenth anniversary of our American Society of Women Accountants passed
into history on a happy note as members joined hands and circled the room sing
ing “Auld Lang Syne” while Ida Broo, honor guest and founder of ASWA,
played the piano accompaniment.

San Francisco chapter was hostess to the West Coast joint regional conference
the following week on May 22-23 at the Claremont Hotei, Berkeley, California.

Alice W. Sandstrom, C.P.A. of Seattle Chapter, was the first speaker at the
Saturday luncheon. During her talk on “Interesting Women in Accounting”, she
pointed to advantages to women engaged in the accounting profession; security
arising from greater remuneration, productivity over a greater number of years,
managerial contact because of the confidential nature of the accountant’s position,
and insight into the business owing to the necessity of keeping current with
changing tax laws and business trends.
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Alberta Crary of Los Angeles followed with a talk on “Opportunities for the
Accountant in the Field of Taxation”. She stressed the responsibilities of the ac
countant in that field with particular emphasis on the importance of records
which properly set forth taxable income, distinguishing carefully between tax
avoidance and tax evasion, and rendering tax counsel.

“The Accountant Works with Others” was the subject chosen by Adele Ed
wards, San Francisco. Personal, rather than technical, aspects of the problem of
working with others were presented. She pointed out the close scrutiny to which
accountants are subject and the particular importance of exemplary behavior
coupled with diplomacy and tact.
Marion A. Frye, CPA, of Cleveland was the closing speaker. Her topic, “The
Advantages of Having a Certificate”, pointed to problems and responsibilities,
particularly women’s own, which arise with obtaining a certificate even though
the certificate is a mark of integrity, ability and honesty, as well as, recognition
of endeavor and accomplishment.
Dr. Catherine DeMotte Quire, San Francisco, presided at the Saturday eve
ning banquet. Mr. Perry Mason, Professor of accounting and Associate Dean of
the School of Business Administration at the University of California, spoke on
“Accounting in 1948”. He pointed out differences in accounting practice in the
late 1920’s and 1948, with special emphasis on tax laws and complications due to
the complexity of the law, both as to individuals and corporations.
Mary Lanigar, C.P.A. of San Francisco, presided at the final breakfast meeting
on the hotel’s Lido Deck. Miss Lanigar read the nominations for national offices
and Marion Frye read the national committee reports. “Chapter Activities” was
the subject of a panel discussion presented. Panel members Theia A. Gebbie, Los
Angeles, Helen Wilkie, Seattle and Marion Melbin, San Francisco, told of their
respective chapter activities to promote interest in the society and in the account
ing profession.

Evelyn Forsyth’s year end report showed a net increase of approximately 100
members, and our youngest chapter, Toledo, nearly double original membership.
Lois Williamson, junior accounting student of UCLA, received the Los Angeles
chapter’s $100.00 scholarship award as well as a paid-up membership in the
chapter through the next fiscal year.

Marion Frye, CPA of Cleveland, was elected president for the succeeding year.
Attendance leaped at the joint annual meeting at the Ambassador East Hotel
in Chicago, September 17-19, where 169 full registrations including 45 CPA’s
enjoyed the high standards in technical sessions and opportunities for enjoyment.
Thursday afternoon and Friday morning were given over to committee and
board meetings. The Friday afternoon business meetings featured reports on
major activities such as public relations, legislation, education, the Woman CPA
and membership. The presidents of the two Societies reported on very notable
accomplishments of the year, and discussions were held on the interest in ASWA
evidenced by women accountants in Puerto Rico, South America, Hawaii and
New Zealand.

Dinner and theatre parties were scheduled for Friday evening, and sightseeing
trips for Saturday morning. Dr. Bess Sondel, lecturer in speech at the University
of Chicago, was the Saturday luncheon speaker. Her talk was entitled “Speech
and Human Relations”. “Internal Control” was the subject of a panel discussion
sponsored by Marion Frye. The panel members, Alice Aubert, Marguerite Dou
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cette, Rose Elizabeth Kranz and Mabel Jane Hamilton, presented well-prepared
and provocative papers which were the basis of considerable discussion.

Mr. George D. Bailey, the retiring president of the American Institute of Ac
countants, spoke at the Saturday banquet on “Some Thoughts about the Future
of Public Accounting”, and we were happy when he said, “You ladies represent
one important and growing element of the accounting profession”.
To the victor goes the spoils—and Grand Rapids received as their own the
AWSCPA trophy award when for the third successive year their award points
topped all the rest.
A Sunday morning brunch and meetings of the new boards of directors were
the final functions of this memorable meeting.

Congratulations went to Atha Myrl Thompson, Atlanta, Audrey Mabee, and
Isabel Mason of Seattle, Maude Evelyn Miller, Cleveland, Eunice B. Moseley, Los
Angeles and Ruth E. Clark, San Francisco—an impressive array of new CPA’s
during the year.
What kind of a year was it? Songs from Cole Porter’s “Kiss Me Kate” were
in the air—Mohandas Gandi was slain—Alger Hiss was indicted in New York—
James A. Michener received the Pulitzer Prize for Tales of the South Pacific—
Hamlet was the movie of the year and Jane Wyman was an Academy Award win
ner with her performance in Johnny Belinda.

27

1949
Agnes Scott College was the scene for a series of Career Conferences directed
by Virginia Wood, national director of ASWA and past president of Atlanta
Chapter, during her chairmanship of the Alumnae Committee. Jennie M. Palen,
New York Chapter, editor of the Woman CPA and past president of AWSCPA,
delivered the keynote address before the student body on January 12. Her in
tensely interesting talk on accountancy was followed by informal conferences held
the three following evenings on public relations, the professions and business. The
student response was pleasing and the conferences afforded women accountants
and accountancy an opportunity to appear before the public.
March 25 was a memorable date as three chapter charters were signed. Ruth
Clark, CPA of the Los Angeles chapter, presented charter # 17 to Doris A. Dun
lap, organizer and first president of the 33 member San Diego Chapter.

Ida S. Broo and the Indianapolis Chapter were responsible for organizing
Chapter #18 in Louisville. The thirty-nine charter members elected Antoinette J.
Schweitzer their first president. Marion A. Frye, national president, presented
the charter at a dinner meeting.

Holland Chapter #19 was the second chapter organized by Grand Rapids.
Charter members numbered 23 and Jean Lappinga was their first president.
Chicago Chapter congratulated Grace Keats at the April meeting on the silver
anniversary of the receipt of her CPA certificate.

Heloise Brown Canter, CPA, addressed the First International Accounting Con
ference in San Juan, Puerto Rico, May 18-22 on “Problems Peculiar to Invest
ment Bankers”. Heloise was the official delegate of ASWA, AWSCPA and AIA at
this conference.
We were pleased to re-establish Chapter #6, Philadelphia, with four certified
and seven non-certified accountants and Marion E. Kern as President.

One hundred and thirty-one members of twelve ASWA chapters celebrated the
10th birthday of the Detroit Chapter during the regional conference at the Book
Cadillac Hotel in Detroit on May 21-22.

Marion Frye, national president, presided at a general business meeting Satur
day morning where interim reports were presented by national chairmen. Gerald
C. Schroeder, CPA, was the guest speaker and talked on “The New Look in Ac
countants’ Responsibilities”.
Mrs. Zaio Woodford Schroeder, LLB, a member of the Wayne County Board of
Institutions, addressed the assembly on “Citizenship Responsibility” at the Satur
day evening banquet. The cake-cutting ceremony was presided over by Ida Broo,
who introduced the founders of the Detroit Chapter. The founders, Cecil Miner,
Crystal Kilgour and Grace Dimmer, after making wishes for the future happiness
and prosperity of the chapter, cut the 10th anniversary cake.

Sunday morning brunch was held at the Gross Pointe Yacht Club. At this
brunch, Marion Frye asked each chapter president to comment on things they
liked or did not like about the conference in order to provide a guide for future
conferences.
Des Moines Chapter #20, organized by Frances Fitzpatrick, received their
charter in September. Edna K. Lewis was elected president by the 24 members.
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The joint annual meeting was held at the Huntington Hotel, Pasadena, Cali
fornia, October 28-30 with Los Angeles Chapter as the hostess chapter. Board
meetings were held Friday morning preceding the official opening of the conven
tion on Friday afternoon. Ruth A. Clark of Los Angeles, retiring president of
AWSCPA, presided at the general meeting. Friday evening sightseeing trips were
climaxed by an open-house at Jane Goode’s home in Hollywood Hills overlooking
a breathtaking view of the city.

The Chapter Presidents’ breakfast on Saturday was followed by an ASWA busi
ness meeting with Marion A. Frye, retiring president of ASWA, presiding.
The luncheon meeting was highlighted by an excellent paper on “Some
Thoughts on Municipal Securities” prepared by Heloise Brown Canter, Houston
CPA. A panel, with Ida Broo as moderator, followed the luncheon with the
thought-provoking subject “Are Women Prepared to Assume the Responsibility
of Management in Connection With the Practice of Accountancy?”.

Mr. Percival F. Brundage, President of the American Institute of Accountants,
was the banquet speaker. His closing remarks on his subject “Growing Oppor
tunities of the Accounting Profession” were about the opportunities for women
in business and in the profession. “I have no concern for the future of women in
accounting,” he said. “If I have any concern at all, it is for the future of men”.
Atlanta Chapter was the recipient of the AWSCPA award and $50.00. The clos
ing Sunday brunch honored past national presidents of ASWA and AWSCPA.
Alice Aubert, CPA of the New York Chapter, was elected the new president
of ASWA.

Chapters were studying public speaking in business, contracts, collections, eco
nomics and investments;—the North Atlantic Treaty was adopted—“All The
King’s Men” was the movie of the year—Suzanne Adams, Toledo, Lillian Wid
maier, Columbus, and Josephine Skadis, Cleveland, passed their CPA examinations
—USSR ended the U. S. A-bomb monopoly—and Tokyo Rose was sentenced in
San Francisco.
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1950
As we entered the ’50’s—
Long Beach Chapter received Charter #21, dated December 15, 1949, on Jan
uary 28. Los Angeles was the sponsor and the charter was presented by their
member Jane E. Goode, past national president. The thirty-six members elected
Rose M. Dunjill their president.
Richmond Chapter #22, organized by CPAs Lucille Taylor and Mary V.
Stith, was chartered March 12 and chose Alma Westerman Otto for their first
president. The charter members numbered eleven.
We applauded Ida Broo, CPA of the Indianapolis Chapter, on her appointment
as the first woman to serve on the Indiana State Board of Certified Accountants.
San Francisco awarded a scholarship of $200.00 to a woman student of account
ing at the University of California, and Chicago undertook to establish a scholar
ship fund as a memorial to a deceased member, Margaret Keldie.
April 6 was the date of the charter presentation to Buffalo chapter’s president,
Helen S. Wheeler, and 15 charter members. To Cleveland Chapter goes the credit
for organizing Chapter #23.
Florence Minor was the first president of the District of Columbia Chapter
#24 which had 38 charter members. Ruby Roach Peterson was the sponsor.
Mrs. Broo and the Indianapolis Chapter organized Cincinnati #25 on May 26.
Wilma Loichinger was the first president of the 47 members.
E. Roberta Coler, CPA, was elected president by the fifteen charter members
of Denver Chapter #26. Their charter date was May 26.
Cleveland Chapter celebrated its fifth anniversary by serving as hostess for the
Spring Conference May 26-28 at the Hotel Cleveland. Alice H. Aubert, national
president, presided at a workshop discussion and business meeting on Saturday
morning where interim reports of the national committee chairmen were given
and various chapter problems were discussed and analyzed.
Mr. Edward L. Pitt, CPA partner of Touche, Niven, Bailey and Smart, pre
sented an informative talk on “Progress in Corporate Financial Reporting” at
the luncheon meeting.
The conference officially closed at a brunch at the Acacia Country Club. Marion
Frye, National president of AWSCPA and past national president of ASWA, held
open house Sunday afternoon at her home at Winding Creek Farm.
The Western Regional Conference was held at the Claremont Hotel, Berkeley,
California, June 10-11, under the direction of the San Francisco chapter.
Vera Jean Bobsens Williams, Los Angeles Chapter and National Second VicePresident, moderated a panel discussion on “Trends in Financial Statements”.
Panel members were Rose Dunjill, Long Beach; Eunice Mosely, Los Angeles;
and Anita Jackers, San Francisco.
Professor Perry Mason, Dean of the School of Business Administration at the
University of California, was the principal speaker at the Saturday evening ban
quet. His talk was titled “Accounting for Accountants”.
The presidents of the Pacific Coast Chapters spoke on chapter activities at the
brunch which closed the conference on Sunday.
New York and Philadelphia Chapters joined ranks as hostesses at the joint an
nual meeting at the Biltmore Hotel, New York City, September 29 through
October 1.
Three Hoosiers found the quotation “the best-laid plans of mice and men” to
be true. Ada Cooney, Bertha Meyer and Esther Fidler left Terre Haute in a gay
mood, bound for the convention. Night-time came, and Bertha, lulled by the
clackity-clack of the train wheels, pulled out her bedroom slippers and prepared
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for a nice nap. Bertha had left her fancy bedroom slippers at home and brought
her old terry cloth ones for the train ride. Before long, Ada and Bertha felt the
chill of the coach as the heating system failed. Since Esther was sleeping quietly,
they moved to the coach in front. During the night, they awakened—and “Look,
Mom—no train”. They were in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, while Esther was wing
ing her way to New York. How could they know the coach would be pulled off
the New York train. Confusion reigned, but they finally got to New York to find
Esther with their luggage, hats and Bertha’s shoes anxiously awaiting their ar
rival.
The national presidents of ASWA and AWSCPA held a reception on Thursday
evening for early arrivals. The national officers were interviewed by representa
tives of the press and several members appeared on a television show.
A technical session on “Wage and Hour Law” was followed by business re
ports and open discussion on Friday afternoon. It was voted to affirm our stand
for Equal Rights.
Alice Aubert, 1949-50 President of ASWA, presided at the Saturday morning
business meeting where summaries of committee reports were read.
ASWA is indebted to Alice Aubert, who, with the assistance of the National
Office Manager, Helen Lord, compiled the first national “Documentary Record”
of the society. This volume, used by the national officers in carrying out the
duties of their offices, includes under one cover all national rules, regulations and
policies of our organization, as well as, the functions and services of the national
office, the constitution and by-laws, and pertinent information as to charter dates,
meeting dates, national and chapter officers, directors and committee chairmen.
Each officer and director is provided with one copy which is kept current as
new or revised material is provided. At the end of the term of office, the volume
is returned to the national office for distribution to newly elected officers and
directors.
In recognition of her faithful services and steadfast interest in ASWA, one
copy of the “Record” was placed in the permanent possession of our founder,
Ida S. Broo.
Grace Dimmer, CPA, Detroit Chapter and the new ASWA national president,
presided at the Chapter Presidents’ meeting Saturday morning.
Cleveland Chapter won the AWSCPA Award and trophy for the year.
A panel discussion on the Social Security Program, private pensions plans and
accounting and tax problems of pension plans was given by Grace Dimmer, De
troit, Eunice Messersmith, San Francisco, Emily Berry, Indianapolis, Katherine
West, New York, and Rosemary Hoban, Detroit. Dr. Lillian Gilbreath was the
Saturday evening banquet speaker. One hundred forty-four of the total member
ship of 1,335 attended this annual meeting.
Lansing, Michigan, Chapter #27, received their charter dated August 31 from
Marian Frye. Detroit organized this group of 22 charter members which elected
Ellen Draper as their president.
We were proud of the successful candidates for the November 1949 CPA exam
inations: Mary Eileen Leppert, San Francisco; Gertrude Hindelang, Detroit;
Regina Kane and Catherine Mitchell, Philadelphia; Frances H. Sadauskas Buczek,
Chicago; Leah H. Shapiro, Detroit; Bonnie Lou Oberholtzer, Indianapolis; Myr
tle Geckler, Toledo, and Rebecca Rise, District of Columbia.
Chapter education committees planned studies of current accounting literature,
analysis of financial statements, parliamentary law, business cycles, inheritance
taxes, and new accounting short cuts—“All About Eve” was the Academy Award
picture—masked bandits robbed Brink’s of Boston of over two million dollars—•
George Bernard Shaw died at the age of 94—and an attempt was made on Presi
dent Truman’s life.
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Pittsburgh Chapter #28, sponsored by Cleveland, was installed by Marion A.
Frye, CPA Cleveland, and the charter was accepted by Leona Robertson, chapter
president of the fifty members.

Marion Frye was responsible for organizing Syracuse Chapter #29, and Hazel
Templar was elected president by the eighteen charter members. February 21 was
the charter date of these two new chapters.
Two members of AWSCPA sponsored the new chapter at Kansas City, Missouri
—Virginia Huntington and Mary J. McCann. Chapter #30’s forty-two charter
members elected Virginia Huntington as president.
The Spring Conference, held at the Occidental Hotel in Muskegon, Michigan,
was a fitting climax to the fifth anniversary of the Muskegon Chapter. One hun
dred and nineteen members were registered.

Grace Dimmer, Detroit, National ASWA President, presided at the Workshops
Saturday morning. The meeting was devoted to committee reports and discussions
by members on proposed By-Law revisions which included adding “International
Associate” to the classes of membership, endorsement of prospective members by
two ASWA members in good standing, and an increase of $3.00 in the dues. The
Constitution and By-Laws Committee were authorized to incorporate the proposals
and send them to the chapters for vote.
Alice Aubert, New York, Chairman of the Nominating Committee, presented
the list of nominees for the National Officers for the fiscal year beginning July 1.
Virginia Kitchen, Conference Chairman, presided at the luncheon held at the
Masonic Temple, welcoming members and guests and introducing the National
Officers attending.

The Ballroom of the hotel was the scene of the Saturday banquet with Vivian
Warner, Co-Chairman of the Conference, as toastmistress. The Invocation was
given by Ida Broo, Indianapolis, founder of ASWA, and a Welcome was given
by Millie C. Mason, President of Muskegon Chapter. Greetings were extended by
the National Presidents of both Societies, Grace Dimmer for ASWA and Edith
Moore, Chattanooga, for AWSCPA.
Dorothy Wisch introduced the speaker, Mr. Ralph L. Lee, member of the Public
Relations Department of General Motors Corp., and author of several books on
employee relations. His subject “People, As They Come and Are” was both enter
taining and enlightening. Millie C. Mason participated in the Fifth Anniversary
cake-cutting ceremony.

The Sunday morning brunch at the YMCA was a delightful closing to a
splendid conference.
Study groups were busy discussing wills, land contracts, negotiable instruments,
effective speaking, commercial law, wage stabilization policies and responsibilities
of the auditor.
Sixty-six members attended the West Coast Regional Conference sponsored by
the Los Angeles Chapter, June 9-10, at the Roosevelt Hotel in Hollywood. The
theme of the conference was “Increasing the Accountants Services”.
The technical session was held after the Chapter Presidents’ Breakfast on Sat
urday morning. Theia Cascio, Conference General Chairman and First Vice-Presi
dent of Los Angeles, presided. Moderators, Ruth A. Clark, Los Angeles, and Theia
Cascio, introduced the speakers and their topics in the following order:
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Specialized Accounting:
Oil Industry—Jessie May Martin, Long Beach
Steamship Accounting—Marie Reynolds, San Francisco
Bank Auditing—Audra Ferrey, Los Angeles
Dairy Accounting—May Carlson, Los Angeles
Amendment to Announcement No. 62 of Civil Service Examinations—Dean
Stuart, Long Beach

Public Accountants Can Improve Service to Clients—Rose Dunjill, Long Beach

Internal Accountants Can Improve Services to Management—Loraine Ealand,
CPA, Los Angeles

There was a short question and answer period after the completion of each talk.
Eunice Moseley, President Los Angeles Chapter, gave a welcoming message to
members and guests at a luncheon held in the Aviation Room of the hotel Satur
day noon. Guest speaker, Mrs. Mae E. Leake of Hill Richards and Co., Long
Beach, was introduced by Hazel Scott Coomes, President of Long Beach Chapter.
Mrs. Leake spoke on “Investments for Women”.
Moderators, Loraine Ealand and Hazel Scott Coomes, introduced the speakers
in order at the afternoon technical session. Speakers and their subjects were as
follows:

Informative Financial Statements for Stockholders and Investors—Elizabeth
Smelker, CPA, San Francisco
What Are Generally Accepted Accounting Principles?—Marguerite Doucette,
CPA, Seattle, National Second Vice-President

Accountant’s Responsibility in Preparing Tax Returns—Charlotte Morris, Presi
dent San Diego Chapter

Proper Tax Treatment of Prepayments, Accrual and Deferred Charges—Ruth

A. Clark, CPA, Past President AWSCPA
A question and answer period followed.
A strolling accordionist serenaded the group both during the informal recep
tion and the Saturday evening banquet held in the Aviation Room. Eunice Mose
ley presided during the banquet and introduced the National ASWA and
AWSCPA past and present officers. Evelyn Forsyth, Grand Rapids, National Past
President of ASWA, gave the Invocation. The speaker of the evening, Mrs. Anne
Juran, was introduced by Vera Jean Bobsene Williams, National First Vice-Presi
dent. Mrs. Juran, operator of her own personality studio in Hollywood, and well
known in greater Los Angeles for her helpful suggestions on personality, charm
and salesmanship as pertaining to business persons, spoke on “Better Attitudes
for Better Business”.
A business meeting followed the Sunday morning Brunch where Vera Jean
Bobsene Williams presided and summarized the accomplishments of the Society
for the past year. Policies and procedures of ASWA were the main subjects dis
cussed. Proposed By-law changes held a prominent place in the discussions.
The City of Government—A fitting place for a joint National meeting.
The Washington and Richmond Chapters earned congratulations upon the ex
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cellence of the Joint Annual Meeting held October 4-7 at the Hotel Washington,
Washington, D. C.

National Board meetings were held on Thursday evening and registration
opened on Friday morning. Edith Moore, AWSCPA President, presided at the
joint business meeting on Friday morning. A Welcome was extended by Frances
V. Keogh, President of District of Columbia Chapter, and the response was made
by Marie Reynolds, President of San Francisco Chapter. Joint reports were dis
cussed and comments were made from the floor. The meeting was followed by a
beautiful luncheon held in the Washington Room. Vera Jean Bobsene Williams
presided over the panel discussion after the luncheon. The theme of the discussion
was “The Accountant’s Problems Arising From the National Emergency Pro
gram”. Panel members were:

Shirley T. Moore, Washington, D. C.; Marguerite Reimers, Seattle; Helen F.
McGillicuddy, Chicago.

The Chapter Presidents’ meeting and the individual business meetings of ASWA
and AWSCPA were held Saturday morning. The new Boards of both Societies
held their opening meetings on Saturday afternoon.
Preceding the banquet on Saturday evening, a lovely reception was held on the
Sky Terrace. The banquet was the climax of a wonderful meeting. Each of the
retiring presidents presented an inspiring message. The address of the evening
was made by Miss Helen F. Humphrey, Chairman of the National Enforcement
Commission, who spoke on “Wage Stabilization: A Weapon in the Battle for De
mocracy”. Ethleen Lasseter, Atlanta, Award Chairman, presented the AWSCPA
award to the San Francisco Chapter.

A Sunday morning Brunch was held at the Shoreham Hotel. This was a meet
ing where old friendships were renewed, new friendships were made, and every
one left with a determination to further the aims of both Societies.
Two chapters were presented with charters in October. Columbus Day—and
Sacramento #31, received their charter. Blance Blackwell was President and
there were 12 charter members. Oakland, Chapter #32, was organized by Anita
Jackers and the San Francisco Chapter. The twenty-five charter members elected
Kathleen Mitchell their first president.
ASWA and AWSCPA were represented by ten members at the Second Inter
American Conference on Accounting held in Mexico City, November 11-16.
Registration was beyond all expectations with more than 1,100 accountants regis
tered for the meeting. Official representatives from the two Societies were Paula
E. Reinisch, Grand Rapids, ASWA; Heloise Brown Canter, AWSCPA, Houston,
and Helen F. McGillicuddy, Chicago, the Woman C.P.A. Total registration in
cluded representatives from every country in the Western Hemisphere.

The Mexican accountants were perfect hosts, doing everything possible to make
this visit to their beautiful country a memorable one.
The Palace of Fine Arts was the site of the opening session of the Conference
on Monday, November 12. Lic. Miguel Aleman, President of the Republic of
Mexico, officially welcomed the delegates. The Secretaries of State and the Diplo
matic Corps were honored guests at this first meeting. The Mexican Symphony
Orchestra presented a concert at the opening.
The technical meetings were held at the Social Security Building Auditorium.
Each member presented his paper in his native language with translations dis
tributed at each meeting.
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The program included a reception at the Hotel del Prado and a visit to Uni
versity City, a huge construction project utilizing the old volcano flats some ten
miles from Mexico City (complete with motorcycle police escort to and from
Mexico City). A dinner and dance was held at the beautiful Mexico City Country
Club, and a colorful dinner at Xochimilco where Tito Guizar was a guest and
presented a gala array of Mexican costumes, dances and folklore.

The United States accountants who attended learned that public accountants in
other Western Hemisphere nations were eager to learn of technical developments
in this country, and were most anxious to read all professional literature from
the United States.

One of the resolutions adopted by the Conference was to accept the invitation
of the Brazilian delegation to hold the 1954 Conference in Sao Paulo during the
celebration of the four hundredth anniversary of the founding of that city.
Heloise Brown Canter was honored by the University of Mexico with the
presentation of one of the gold medals awarded at the Conference.

Eighty-five members attended the All-Ohio Meeting on November 10, with
Columbus as the hostess chapter.
Those earning their CPA certificates this year included Jean Curry, Detroit;
Margaret A. Scios and Margaret I. Killy, New York; Dorris Michalske, Cleve
land; Jean F. Bremer and Catherine N. Lynch, Chicago; and Doris Massey and
Lucille Sannes, Los Angeles.

This was the year Julius Rosenberg, his wife Ethel, and Morton Sobell were
found guilty of conspiracy to commit wartime sabotage—President Truman re
lieved Gen. Douglas MacArthur of his Far East Command—Vivian Leigh won
her second Oscar for Streetcar Named Desire—The King and I appeared at the
theatres—and the Japanese Peace Treaty was signed.
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Springtime in Toledo! One hundred thirty-seven members, representing sixteen
chapters and eight states, registered at the Commodore Perry Hotel for the East
ern Regional Spring Conference May 23-25.
Frances Sadauskas Buczek, CPA, Chicago, National Second Vice-President,
presided at the workshop discussion and business meeting Saturday morning.
Interim reports from the national committee chairmen were read and discussed.
Rachel Cooper, President of the Toledo Chapter, welcomed everyone to Toledo
at the luncheon held in the Crystal Room. James B. Fenner, Comptroller and
Vice-President of the Electric Auto-Lite Company, spoke on “The Accountant’s
Responsibilities to Business”. A knowledge of people, guard against fraud, and
a knowledge of government rules and regulations were attributes stressed
by Mr. Fenner. Women must sell themselves in the field of accounting, he told
the assembly. They won the battle in securing the vote—they should fight, also,
for their place in accounting.
A tour of the Toledo Museum of Art, the Holy Rosary Cathedral and an auto
ride along the scenic Maumee Valley Riverside Drive were planned for our en
joyment by the entertainment committee.
In the Crystal Room, two pianists provided a lovely background for an excel
lent dinner at the banquet. Richard S. Cole, Attorney-At-Law, spoke to us on
“Labor Negotiations and Accounting Facts”. Mr. Cole had been active in labor
negotiations and was well-known in Toledo for this work. The banquet was a
celebration for the hostess chapter as this was their fifth birthday.
Twenty-five chapter presidents and presidents-elect attended a meeting Sunday
morning where chapter problems were discussed. The brunch Sunday was the
final activity of a splendid conference.
Another month—another Conference. The hostesses for the West Coast Re
gional Conference at Sonoma Mission Inn, Sonoma, California, on June 13-15
were the San Francisco and Oakland Chapters. Sixty-two members and five
guests were present.
After Saturday morning’s Friendship breakfast, Helen Dickerson, second vicepresident of San Francisco, presided at the technical session, introducing the
speakers and their subjects:
Accountants in Private Industry and Their Relationship With Other Depart
ments of Their Business—Stella Erdley, Oakland
Relationship of Accountants With Other Professions—Marguerite Doucette,
CPA, Seattle
Government Representatives’ Relationship With Accountants—Theia A. Cascio,
Los Angeles
Public Accountants’ Relationship With Their Clients—June Freshour, Long
Beach
Accountants’ Relations With Bankers and Other Credit Seekers—Louise A.
Sallman, San Francisco
Marilyn Davis, CPA of San Francisco Chapter, moderated this session.
Kay Mitchell, Oakland Chapter President, presided at the luncheon. Mrs. Ce
leste Murphy, former newspaper woman and author of the book “Peoples of the
Pueblos”, was the guest speaker. Mrs. Murphy told of the founding of the famous
Sonoma Mission, the arrival in Sonoma of General Vallejo, the early settlers of
the region and the raising of the Bear Flag of the California Republic. She had
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for display the original Bear Flag, fashioned by hand from scraps of material.
Tours of the Vallejo Home, Sonoma Mission and the Haraszthy Champagne
Cellars were planned for the afternoon.
Marie Reynolds, President of the San Francisco Chapter, presided at the Sat
urday banquet. During the program, Ida Broo told of the early history of ASWA,
and Vera Jean Bobsene Williams spoke on “The Year 1951-52” and reviewed
how the Society had accomplished its aims and purposes. Mrs. Lucrezia Kemper,
the principal speaker, was introduced by Elizabeth Smelker, San Francisco. Mrs.
Kemper, Pacific Coast Manager of Albert Frank-Guenther Law, spoke on “Public
Relations and You”.
Nellie Phillips, Oakland Chapter, presided at the brunch Sunday morning where
representatives from each west coast chapter outlined their chapters’ plans for
the coming year.
Vera Jean Bobsene Williams presided at the workshop immediately following
the brunch. Her interim report outlined the need for an administrative assistant
to the National Office Manager, Helen Lord. The objective was to relieve certain
National Officers of miscellaneous duties by transferring them to the National
Office on July 1, 1952. This would require changes in manuals and forms. Vera
Jean itemized the desired results:
1. Avoid duplication of duties among National Secretary, Treasurer, Membership
Chairman and National Office.
2. Abolish the need for constant checking by letter among the above.
3. Reduce the copies required of printed forms used by the Society.
4. Reduce carbon copies of letter required of the chapters.
Hazel Brooks Scott, National Secretary, presented the Secretary’s report and
the report of the By-laws committee of which she was a member. A resume of
other committee reports was given by the presiding chairman. Chapter problems
were then discussed in an open discussion.
Public speaking, parliamentary law, banking, legal papers and investments
were studied by the chapters during 1952.
Houston Chapter received Charter ^33 on September 8. Heloise Brown Can
ter, CPA, organized and was first president of the chapter.
This infant Houston Chapter assisted Convention Chairman, Heloise Brown
Canter, at the joint annual meeting held at the Shamrock Hotel, October 2-5.
Meetings of the National Boards were held Thursday evening. Jean D. Colavec
chio, AWSCPA President, presided at the joint business meeting Friday morning.
Etta Jane Butler, Vice-President Houston Chapter, extended greetings and Grace
Highfield, Columbus, gave the response. Reports were given by National officers
and an open discussion followed.
Vera Jean Bobsene Williams, National President, presided at the luncheon held
in the Shamrock Room. Paula Reinisch, Grand Rapids, gave the invocation. Mar
guerite Doucette, Seattle, moderated the technical session which followed the
luncheon. Discussion leaders and their subjects were:
Mary Louise Foust, Louisville—Weighed (A Challenge to Women Accountants)
Elizabeth Smelker, San Francisco—Break-Even Point
Ethleen Lasseter, Atlanta—Estate Taxes and Estate Planning
R. Grace Hinds, Cincinnati—Application of Cost Accounting to Small Firms
A large group attended a production at The Playhouse during the evening
hours.
Marguerite Doucette, incoming ASWA President, presided at the Chapter Pres
idents’ Breakfast Saturday. Vera Jean Bobsene Williams presided at the ASWA
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business meeting which followed the breakfast. Vera Jean reviewed the amend
ments to the National By-Laws which were adopted at the 1951 annual meeting.
These amendments changed the system of voting from voting by membership to
voting by delegates at the national meetings. She told of the work of the National
By-Laws Committee which prepared a model set of by-laws, including a section
on “Representation”, to assist the chapters in providing a method of selecting
delegates in their chapter by-laws. Eunice Moseley, Los Angeles, was chairman
of this committee.

This was a year of “firsts”. For the first time, the retiring National President
automatically became Chairman of the Advisory Committee, composed of Chap
ter Presidents. The first big step toward centralization of procedures in the Na
tional Office was taken. A full-time employee in the National Office greatly re
lieved the National Secretary and National Treasurer of time-consuming detail
and duplication of duties. The National Membership Chairman also benefited
from this change. This concluded the report presented by Vera Jean Bobsene
Williams.
The new board of ASWA met Saturday afternoon with Marguerite Doucette
presiding.
The banquet was held in the Grecian Room. Lee Ella Costello, Houston, gave
the invocation, and Heloise Brown Canter, Convention Chairman, introduced the
guests. Vera Jean Bobsene Williams, ASWA, and Jean D. Colavecchio, AWSCPA,
presided. J. William Hope, President of the American Institute of Accountants,
spoke on “The C.P.A. and the Government”.

Elizabeth Sterling, Atlanta CPA, presented the AWSCPA Award to the Grand
Rapids Chapter, and the new officers of both Societies were introduced.
Heloise Brown Canter was toastmistress at a Texas-style breakfast on Sunday,
and Helen McGillicuddy, Chicago, gave the farewell address.
Sue Wegenhoft Briscoe was hostess at a real Texas barbecue at her ranch home
at Eagle Lake on Sunday afternoon where goodbyes were said with promises to
“see you next year”.

The All-Ohio Conference, sponsored by the ASWA chapters in Ohio, was held
Saturday, November 8, with Cincinnati the hostess chapter.

Successful applicants for CPA certificates were Lola P. Ballode, Diane H. Pear
son, and Rachel Faucher of Seattle; Caroline Elkins Burton, Cleveland; Mary
Tonna, San Francisco; Margaret Gnirk and Mary Hunter, Chicago; Velma Davis,
Kansas City; Elfreda Menzel, San Francisco; and Mary Burnet, Cincinnati.
Moulin Rouge and Blue Tango were heard on every record program—Steel
mills were seized by the Government, an act which the Supreme Court ruled il
legal—King Farouk of Egypt abdicated—Gary Cooper won the Academy Award
for his performance in High Noon—and the first hydrogen device explosion oc
curred in the Pacific proving grounds.
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The Eastern Regional Conference, celebrating the 15th Anniversary of ASWA,
opened at the Indianapolis Athletic Club, Indianapolis, on Friday, April 17. One
hundred sixty-seven members, representing twenty chapters, attended the con
ference.
Workshops at the Saturday morning session presented the following:
Esther Evans, Terre Haute—Award
Ida Alt, Louisville—Education
Helen Seelmayer, Chicago—Membership
Marion A. Frye, Cleveland—Public Relations
Elizabeth Sage, Grand Rapids—Scholarship
Hannah Thompson, Indianapolis Chapter President, called the general business
meeting to order and presented the ASWA National President, Marguerite Dou
cette, who presided. Each workshop chairman gave a five minute report on her
workshop. A Code of Ethics and the division of the National organization into
regions were subjects discussed during the meeting.
After an afternoon of sightseeing, shopping and visiting, members and their
friends met again for the reception and banquet. Florence Culver Hesser, Indian
apolis, gave the Invocation, and Hannah Thompson and Ida S. Broo welcomed
and introduced the guests and the National Officers. The guest speaker, Mrs.
Mildred Loring Fitch, Associate Professor of Political Science at Purdue Uni
versity, was introduced by Mabel Jane Hamilton, Indianapolis. Mrs. Fitch, who
had spent the previous summer in Germany, spoke on “Germany: Where East
Meets West”.
Immediately following the banquet the Indianapolis Chapter entertained with
a “Hoosier Frolic” which introduced the opening of TV Station COBI, sponsored
by Conversions, Obsolescense and Intangibles, Inc. Several open house receptions
were held by visiting chapters.
Marguerite Doucette presided at the Sunday morning Presidents’ breakfast. A
general meeting followed the breakfast. It was at this meeting the Awards for
essays written in an essay contest, initiated by the Indianapolis Chapter, were
presented. R. Grace Hinds, Cincinnati, presented the awards in order of their
selection by the judges. The authors and their titles were:
Wilma Loichinger, Cincinnati—Institutional Accounting—First award
Corinne Pool, Holland—Consumer Credit—Second joint award
Frederica Bullard, Chicago—Savings and Loan Associate—Second joint award
Dorothy Rothfuss and Helen Gleason, Grand Rapids—Other Responsibilities
of An Account—Third award
Edith Rennison, Cleveland—Why Small Business Concerns Need Cost Records
—Honorable Mention
When it was announced the second place was declared a tie, Ida S. Broo, spon
sor of the contest, donated another prize. Judges of the contest were Mary Gildea,
Chicago; Shirley Moore, District of Columbia, and Vivian Warner, Muskegon.
The Sunday luncheon closed the conference. The luncheon theme was James
Whitcomb Riley and each table had a centerpiece depicting a scene from one of
the poems of the Hoosier poet. Geraldine Schloeman McMahon, daughter of
Indianapolis Chapter member Georgia G. Schloeman, sang the Poet’s “The Per
fect Prayer” as the Invocation. Gus Broo, who carried the title of auxiliary mem
ber of ASWA, graciously read one of Riley’s poems during the luncheon.
Charter #34, dated February 1, 1953, was presented to Shirley B. Schleimer,
Saginaw’s new president, by Marguerite Doucette at the All-Michigan Day meet
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ing held in Lansing, April 25. Shirley, a CPA, and the Detroit Chapter organized
the eighteen charter members.
The sixth West Coast Regional Conference was held for the first time in the
Pacific Northwest on the campus of the University of Washington, Seattle, with
Seattle Chapter #9 as hostess. A new attendance record for this region was
reached with seventy members from nine chapters attending the conference. Twen
ty guests were registered for luncheons and dinners.
Marguerite Doucette, National President, entertained out-of-town members at
her apartment on Friday evening, June 19.
Doris Parks, Seattle, presided at the Technical Session on Saturday morning.
The session presented five ASWA members giving papers on:
Desirable Attitudes, Supervisor and Employee—Prepared by Paula Reinisch,
Grand Rapids; Read by Hazel M. Henckes, Seattle
Fitting the Employee to the Job—Marguerite L. Muir, Oakland Chapter
Employee Responsibility—Dorothy Miller Jones, Spokane
Simplifying Routine—Virginia M. Youngquist, Long Beach
Trends in Accounting Terminology—Ruth A. Clark, Los Angeles
Marguerite Reimers, Seattle, was the moderator for the discussion period which
followed.
The Saturday luncheon will be remembered for the buffet featuring Northwest
baked salmon, and a movie “Seattle, U.S.A.”.
Marguerite Doucette presented Charter #35 to Marjorie Becker, President of
the new Portland Chapter. Seattle Chapter organized this group, and eight of the
ten charter members were present.
Genevieve Michel, Seattle, presided at the Saturday afternoon general meeting.
A brief report was made of matters pertaining to the National Organization, as
well as a report and discussion on the proposed regional division of ASWA.
Marguerite Doucette conducted this session and a session devoted to general dis
cussion of chapter problems.
Audrey Mabee, Seattle, presided at the Saturday dinner held in the Black and
White Room at the Edmond Meany Hotel. The program continued the theme of
the Northwest as a “vacation land”. The guest speaker, Lulu M. Fairbanks, talked
on “The Northwest, A Magic Land”, and told of people she had known in Alaska.
The Conference ended with a four hour boat trip on Lake Washington and
Puget Sound, the excitement of going through the Government Locks and a
luncheon on board.
Chapter study groups were interested in subjects chosen by education com
mittees—Interpretations of financial statements and use of ratios—trust funds—
personal taxes and partnership taxes—parliamentary law—office management—
mechanical aids to accounting and business law.
Marguerite Doucette was elected to serve a second year as National President
of ASWA.
The first International Associate memberships were approved in this year, two
for Detroit and a third in Panama. The members were sponsored by Paula Rein
isch, Grand Rapids, International Relations Chairman.
Dayton Chapter #36, whose charter was dated July 11, 1953, was organized
by the Cincinnati Chapter. Peggy Root was the first president of the twenty
seven members.
In answer to an expressed wish that ASWA provide a news bulletin less formal
than the Woman CPA, published jointly with AWSCPA and offered for sub
scription to non-members, the first issue of the National Membership Bulletin
was mailed to all ASWA and AWSCPA members in August. Subject to approval,
this was to be the first of a series of bulletins which would provide a closer rela
tionship among chapters, individual members and National Officers. The first
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issue summarized questions for discussion at the annual meeting including ASWA
Regional Directors, National Office location, Code of Ethics and Elimination of
Overlapping Administration.
In order to interest the high school student in accounting, the Muskegon Chap
ter established “Future Accountants of America” clubs. Two members of the
chapter acted as chairmen of this program in order to encourage the organiza
tion and operation of student clubs in the high schools. A faculty member, desig
nated as an advisor, worked closely with the chairmen. Membership was opened
to young women and men bookkeeping and accounting students, and other
students who wished to explore the accounting field as a vocation. A council,
comprised of the president and secretary of each club, the faculty member and
the ASWA chairmen, supervised the general program, arranged for joint meet
ings throughout the year, obtained speakers as needed and arranged plant visita
tions. The council served as a medium for the exchange of ideas, coordination of
activities and allowed for the expansion of programs not possible to the individual
units. Monthly meeting programs were the responsibility of the individual clubs.
The governing body of “FAA” is the Council and Club By-Laws. Officers were
installed formally, and clubs were encouraged to qualify for the “Outstanding
FAA Club” through a point system similar to AWSCPA rules. A plaque was de
signed to be awarded the club showing the greatest interest and advancement for
the year. The program was in addition to the annual $200.00 scholarship award
to a young woman high school senior, and the merit award pin and certificate
given each year to the outstanding girl bookkeeping student in each of the high
schools.
Los Angeles Chapter’s librarian, May Carlson, developed a plan whereby mem
bers could rent accounting books and books on related subjects at a nominal fee.
Proceeds were to go to the local chapter.
The 13th joint annual meeting of AWSCPA and ASWA was held at the Con
gress Hotel, Chicago, on October 16-18, 1953. Thirty-five chapters were repre
sented with a total attendance of 321. Of this total, sixteen were members of
AWSCPA only.
Helen F. McGillicuddy, Chicago Chapter and President of AWSCPA, presided
at the combined Board of Directors meeting on Thursday afternoon. A sight
seeing trip to Baha’i Temple was made later in the afternoon.
A joint business meeting was held Friday morning. A recommendation of the
combined Boards of Directors was adopted whereby the National Office of
AWSCPA and ASWA was reestablished in Chicago and a contract was awarded
to Beatrice Langley as manager of this office. Marguerite Doucette, President of
ASWA, presided at the luncheon where the Cincinnati Chapter received a bulletin
contest prize.
The Technical Session which followed the luncheon was moderated by Vivian
G. Warner, Muskegon, and presented:
Personal Inventory—Corinne Pool, Holland
Your Role in Public Relations—Elinor Hill, New Jersey
Recognition of the Accounting Profession Through Better Public Relations—
Loraine T. Ealand, Los Angeles
Human and Industrial Relations in Accounting—Jackaline P. Rutherford
Saturday morning was devoted to a number of Workshops.
Award—Conducted by Sue Wegenhoff, Houston
Education—by Ida H. Alt, Louisville
Legislation—by Grace S. Highfield, Columbus
Membership—Corinne Pool, Holland
Publicity—Genevieve Moore, Richmond
Public Relations—Vivian G. Warner, Muskegon
41

The annual business meeting of ASWA followed with Marguerite Doucette
presiding. The recommendation of the Joint Boards concerning relocation of the
National Office was adopted.
Mercedes J. Hurst, Public Relations Department of International Harvester
Company, Chicago, and nationally recognized as outstanding was the banquet
speaker. As a fitting climax to her talk on “The Lady Gets What She Wants” she
said, “You can’t hit the ball with the bat on your shoulder. You got to get out
there and swing!” Banquet guests included T. Coleman Andrews, Commissioner
of Internal Revenue and J. A. Phillips, President of the American Institute of
Accountants.
The AWSCPA Award was presented to the Cleveland Chapter for receiving
4,613 merit points. Elizabeth Sterling of Atlanta made the presentation. Past
president pins were presented to Gertrude Priester, New York and Jean D. Colavecchio, Providence, Rhode Island.
Mary C. Gildea, CPA of Chicago and Chairman of AWSCPA Research Com
mittee, spoke at the luncheon on Sunday on “Twenty Years of Memories”.
Convention Committee
Helen M. Seelmayer
General Chairman
Jean F. Bremer, Chairman
Registration and Finance
Margaret R. Snirk, Co-Chairman
Theresa Jane Lindstrom, Chairman
Hospitality
Flora E. Morgan, Chairman
Publicity
Marie G. Berry, Chairman
Decorations
Members passed CPA examinations and congratulations were sent to Lyla F.
Soule, San Diego; Pauline Groff and Elizabeth Rodkey, District of Columbia;
Elva Simon, Cleveland; Eva Lou Tews, Indianapolis; Mary F. Hall, District of
Columbia; Genevieve Michel, Seattle; Pat Inman and Helen Probandt, Houston;
Lois Smalley, Janet Masterson, Marjorie Junquist, Doris Massey, Catherine Ryan
and Lucille Sannes, Los Angeles; Marilyn Jane Nemec, Chicago.
One hundred and one members registered at the All-Ohio Conference held
November 14, at Cleveland, Ohio. The theme “Progress” was used for this one
day meeting and the following talks were presented:
Chapter Promotion—Within and Without the Chapter, and Promoting Attend
ance—Rachel Cooper, Toledo
Officers’ Duties and Responsibilities, and Membership Decision of Issues—
Betty McGill, Columbus, and presented by Bernice Mannerstrom
Purpose of ASWA—Cora Wilson, Columbus
Special Projects and How to Qualify Under Award Rules
Advance Program Planning—Both by Norma Jelinek, Cleveland
Scholarships and/or Student Loans—Method of Awarding and Loan Planning
Money Raising Projects—Their Effect on our Tax Exemption—Both by Mary
Burnet, Cincinnati
Report of National Convention and Discussion of Ethics—Lillian Johnson,
Cleveland
A question and answer period followed this presentation.
The meeting was closed with a reception and banquet.
And around the world, Joseph V. Stalin died in Moscow—Dwight D. Eisen
hower was inaugurated President of the United States—The Academy Award
picture was From Here to Eternity—Record programs played Doggie In The
Window—Elizabeth II was crowned Queen of Great Britain—and Mount Everest
was conquered by Edmund P. Hillary of New Zealand and Tensing Norkay,
Nepales living in India.
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1954
March winds blew in Chapter 37, Baltimore, Maryland, organized by the Dis
trict of Columbia Chapter and the charter was presented on the 25th to the first
president, Elizabeth S. Rodkey.

Blue Grass—Kentucky Colonels—and the Brown Hotel—An exciting combi
nation for the Eastern Regional Conference in Louisville, May 21-23, 1954.
Twenty-eight chapters were represented and enjoyed the programs and relaxation
periods carried out so ably by the conference chairman, the Chapter First VicePresident, Edith Zimmerman.
Those arriving by noon on Friday were treated to an afternoon of industrial
plant visitations: Brown and Williamson Tobacco Corp., American Printing
House for the Blind; the Courier-Journal and Louisville Times, and the BrownForman Distillers Corp. We were impressed by the fact all phases of production
at the distillery were under strict Government regulation—the plant executives
could come and go only by courtesy of Government men who alone held keys to
the doors of the plant. Another plant, Fawcett-Dearing Printing Company was
visited after dinner, and then the visitors relaxed in the special Hospitality Suite.

Airwaves were enriched when, not one, but three radio stations interviewed
Corinne Childs, Ida Broo, and Vera Green, the conference guest speaker.

Workshops opened the Saturday session and each was conducted individually
by Zosia Stege, Chicago, National Chairman of Research; Grace Highfield, Co
lumbus, Legislation; Genevieve Moore, Richmond, Publicity; and Mary Aug
burn, Muncie, Bulletin, Business Manager of the Woman CPA. Dorothy Wisch,
Muskegon, presented a report and introduced us to their project called F.A.A.—
Future Accountants of America—for high school students.
National ASWA President-elect, Vivian Warner, presided at the Technical Ses
sion following the workshop reports. Florence Jackman, president of the Louis
ville Chapter, greeted the assembly and Lee Ella Costello, Houston Chapter,
responded.

Jean D. Colavecchio, CPA and past president of AWSCPA, spoke on the effect
of “Inadequate Records” on proper tax treatment at the luncheon on the Hotel
roof garden.
Three tours were planned for the afternoon, and members broke rank as some
visited Churchill Downs—others Cave Hill Cemetery—while some selected a
tour of three City Parks.

Vera Green, Asst. Treasurer and Sec. of Botwinik Brothers of Massachusetts,
Inc., Worchester, spoke at the Saturday night banquet in the Crystal Ballroom.
She spoke on “Womanagement”, a word coined, interestingly enough, by a MAN
in tribute to the increasing role woman played in conduct of businesses. Vera
Green said her guidepost through life had been the little poem “Courage”.

“Bite off more than you can chew, then chew it.
Plan for more than you can do, then do it.
Point your arrow at a star, take good aim, and there you are.
Arrange more time than you can spare, then spare it.
Take on more than you can bear, then bear it.
Plan your castle in the air, then build a ship to take you there.”
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The evening closed with a motion picture “More per Mile”, a courtesy of the
State of Kentucky, shown by a representative of the Kentucky Kaiser Willys Inc.
Jeanne and the High Spots furnished the banquet music.
The conference closed on Sunday with a brunch at 10:30 at the Big City Golf
Course Clubhouse, then a picnic supper after driving to Frankfort and the de
lightful country home of Faye Ellerkamp.

The warm summer days brought Chapter 38, Tulsa, Oklahoma, whose charter
was received June 18 by newly-elected president, Corinne Childs, and 25 charter
members. Corinne, recognized nationally as one of the outstanding women ac
countants, was instrumental in organizing this chapter.
The Lafayette Hotel, Long Beach, California, was chosen for the West Coast
Regional Conference, June 19-20, ±954. Total registration of 96 included 84
members from 9 chapters, and 12 guests.
Angeline Elmore, Long Beach, presided at the Saturday morning Technical
Session. Speakers and their subjects were:

Ruth M. Wood, Seattle—Discussing Financial Reports with Management
Kathleen Mitchell, Oakland—Is Your Accounting System Adequate?
Louise Sallman, San Francisco—Estate Tax Wise and Income Tax Foolish
Louise Parker, San Diego—Accounting for Farmers Cooperative
“Dare to be Different” was the subject of the talk by Wilma Hastings, guest
speaker at the luncheon and Fashion Show.
Saturday afternoon was for fun with a tour of Shearwater Harbor and a com
panion tour of Knott’s Berry Farm.
All the mystery of Hawaii was present at the Saturday evening Hawaiian Ban
quet. Estelle Cannon, Program Chairman, and Virginia Youngquist, both of Long
Beach, presided at the banquet. “Life, Love and Laughter” was the subject of the
guest speaker, Fanny MacEnroe.

Sunday morning—a Friendship Breakfast—and a general meeting. Virginia
Youngquist, President of Long Beach, called the meeting to order. She discussed
the national bulletin, a successful bi-monthly publication,—the problem involved
in moving the National Office from New York to Chicago—revisions to the
Chapters’ Manuals—discrimination against women in Government services—a
study of possible regional division by a special committe—and a report to be
given at the October Annual meeting on a Code of Ethics.

At Kalamazoo, Michigan, on July 7, Alice DePlanche and 12 charter members
received their charter for Chapter #39 from Elizabeth J. Sage, a member of the
organizing Grand Rapids Chapter.

Meanwhile, R. Grace Hinds of the Cincinnati Chapter worked with a group in
Evansville, Indiana. On August 31, charter for Chapter #40 was presented by
Bernice Sensmeier to Marietta Overbeck, elected president by 25 charter members.
New York City and The Astor Hotel—This was the site of the fourteenth Joint
Annual Meeting of AWSCPA and ASWA, October 14-17, 1954. Thirty-seven
chapters were represented in the total registration of 260 which included four
members of AWSCPA only, and 256 members of both Societies.

The joint business meeting on Friday morning was called to order by Rose
mary Hoban, President of AWSCPA.
Vivian G. Warner, President ASWA, presided at the luncheon and Technical
Session. J. S. Seidman, C.P.A., President of the New York State Society, was
moderator for the panel discussion on “Personal Income Taxes under the 1954
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Internal Revenue Code”. Members of the panel and their subjects were:
Income and Exclusions—Lee Ella Costello, Houston
Deductions—Corinne Childs, Tulsa
Accounting Provisions—Virginia R. Huntington, Kansas City
Saturday morning was devoted to workshops on the following subjects:
Awards—Sue Wegenhoft Briscoe, Houston
Education—Ida H. Alt, Louisville
Program—Mary Ellen Brickner, Denver
Publicity—Genevieve Moore, Richmond
Research—Zosia E. Stege, Chicago
International Relations—Paula E. Reinisch, Grand Rapids
Chapter Development—R. Grace Hinds, Indianapolis

The ASWA business meeting was held Saturday morning with Vivian G. War
ner presiding.
Margaret Meyer, New York, sang “The Lord’s Prayer” invocation at the joint
banquet. Her accompanist was Norma Griesbach, Muskegon. Wilda de Buys of
New York was the guest speaker and chose as her subject “Pathways to Serenity”.
The District of Columbia Chapter earned 4,436 merit points during the year, and
Lee Ella Costello, presented the AWSCPA award to the Chapter. Past president
pins were presented to Helen McGillicuddy, AWSCPA and Grace Dimmer, ASWA.
Guests enjoyed the hospitality at the Richmond suite with Beaten Biscuits and
Ham following the banquet.

The ASWA Song was introduced by Norma Griesbach and Hazel Howard,
Muskegon, at the farewell luncheon on Sunday at the Essex House.
1954 Annual Convention Committees
Rosa E. Gundall, New York, Co-Chairman, AWSCPA
Dora W. Stanger, Philadelphia, Co-Chairman, ASWA
Decorations—Mary Wright, Anna Ward, Co-Chairman
Finance and Registration—Charlotte Lawrence, Ruth Hanratty, Co-Chairman
Hospitality—Carolyn J. Abernethy, Martha Reese, Co-Chairman
Publicity—Laura McLeod, Frances Tinsley, Co-Chairman

During the crisp Wisconsin hunting season, on November 30, Milwaukee,
Chapter #41 received their charter from Vivian G. Warner, National President
of ASWA, an event made possible through efforts of Virginia Kitchen Howard,
Muskegon Chapter. The first president, Marjorie Beilfuss Karenek, was elected
by 13 charter members.

Chapters were studying the New Internal Revenue Code effective August 16,
1954—the first atomic submarine, the Nautilus, was launched at Groton, Conn.—
Katherine M. West, New York, received the Hunter College Award for outstand
ing achievement as a CPA and teacher of Accounting—an Act signed by the
President of the U. S. outlawed the Communist Party—ASWA member Elizabeth
Shannessy, Muskegon, won a contest and named the National Membership Bulle
tin the “A.S.W.A. Coordinator” and Mary C. Tonna, San Francisco, introduced a
chapter news column “Coast-to-Coast” which had appeared in the Woman C.P.A.
—and racial segregation in public schools was ruled unconstitutional by the
U. S. Supreme Court.
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1955
We were growing! Five more Chapters in five States!

March 23rd—the first day of Spring! Carolyn Abernethy, New York, Na
tional ASWA Director and Chairman of New Chapter Development Committee,
presented Charter #42 to Frances Reamy, first president of Savannah, Georgia,
sponsored by Atlanta.

In the West, Phoenix, Arizona, Charter #43 was presented by Hazel Brooks
Scott to Billie C. Ruffner, elected president by 43 charter members. Los Angeles
Chapter was the organizing Chapter.
We Shuffled Off To Buffalo—and the Eastern Regional Conference at the Hotel
Statler, May 21-22, was attended by 161 members representing twenty-five chap
ters.

Thursday was a busy day for the early arrivals as they toured a housing devel
opment and the Albright Art Galleries and Historical Building. Harness racing
at the Buffalo Raceway tempted those who love horses and were interested in
turning a quick dollar. More sightseeing on Friday featured trips through the
Buffalo Evening News and Kellenger Furniture Plant and showrooms. The Rem
ington Rand Fair and cocktail party in the afternoon, dinner at the Buffalo
Athletic Club and a later relaxing Open House completed the day.
We got up early Saturday and attended workshops with Kathryn Gallagher of
Buffalo, presiding. Awards was conducted by Marjorie Meyer, Program Chair
man of the Buffalo chapter; Education, Julia Kaufman, Cleveland: Membership,
Alma A. Westerman Otto, Alexandria, Virginia: Program, Alice Brueckner, Ken
more, New York; Public Relations, R. Grace Hinds, Indianapolis: Publicity, Gene
vieve Moore, Richmond, Virginia.

A panel of three prominent MALE accountants, moderated by Professor Colin
Park of the Department of Accounting, University of Buffalo, discussed “The
Accountant’s Role in Budgeting” at the technical session.

Mr. Nelson Tainter, Jr., CPCU, spoke on “Risk Analysis for Insurance” at the
luncheon at which Helen Wheeler, Buffalo, presided.
The Honorable Ellen L. Fairclough, M.P., the only woman member of the
Canadian Parliament, spoke on “The Life of a Parliamentarian” at the Saturday
evening banquet. Grace D. Ives, President, and Virginia C. Turner, Program
Chairman, both of the Buffalo Chapter, presided. A plaque, hand-painted by a
Buffalo member, was presented to each member and guest present.

The conference closed with a Brunch at the Sheraton-Brock Hotel, Niagara
Falls, where the dining room overlooks the Canadian side of the Falls, and sev
eral members had a hilarious time riding up and down on an elevator which
refused to stop at any floor except the one from which they had just departed.

San Diego, in Southern California, and the El Cortez Hotel was the site of the
West Coast Regional Conference June 17-19, 1955. The total registration of 84
represented 8 chapters. The theme of the meeting was “Highway to the Stars”.
Friday afternoon was devoted to the entertainment and amusement of the
members present. After shopping tours in the quaint native bazaars, the members
boarded busses for “An evening in Old Mexico” with dinner and entertainment
at Fronton Palacio, TiJuana, and Jai Alai games later.
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Mary A. Loos, San Diego, was the moderator for the workshop program held
Saturday morning. Subjects and the members leading the discussions were:

Bulletin—Virginia Youngquist, Long Beach
Education—Ethel Hayes, San Francisco
Membership—Pearl Isham, Los Angeles
Public Relations—Ruth Clark, Los Angeles
Presidents—Vivian Warner, ASWA President, Muskegon

Emmie Les Tina, The Story Lady, entertained at luncheon in the Poolside Din
ing Room. Her subject was “Almost a Secretary”.
The Technical Session “Women Accountants’ Star in the Community” pre
sented the following:
Scholarship Fund—Marian Melbin, San Francisco
Accounting Procedures in the Philippines—Elena R. Saillant, Phoenix
Accounting as a Rehabilitation Tool—Freda Krueger, San Diego
Community Services as Accountants—Vera Stapleton, Los Angeles
Cooperating with Schools—Maryette Taylor, San Diego

A trip to the San Diego Hotel was a diversion Saturday afternoon, with cock
tails by the pool at the Hotel Patio, musical entertainment, water shows and water
capers.
L. Gordon Plummer, Instructor and Author from Mt. Palomar Observatory,
told about “The Big Eye” (at the Observatory) at the Saturday evening banquet.
The conference closed with a Friendship Breakfast and a general session at
which Vivian Warner presided.

Conference Committee
Charlotte R. Morris
General Chairman
Violet M. Lince
Registration
Mary A. Loos
Hospitality
Margaret N. Henrichsen
Program
Freda Krueger
Entertainment
Betty Groftholdt
Treasurer
Marion Muller; Eulah Holt; Naomi Kollertz
Publicity

On July 16, 1955, a group of members from the Spokane and Portland Chap
ters met with members of the Seattle Chapter at Auerswald’s Accounting and
Secretarial School for an all day Study Session.

Thus—The Northwest Study Sessions were born. These sessions are held in
the years when the Western Regional Conference is not held in the Northwest
Area.

An afternoon technical session covered:
What Forms Mean to the Office—Genevieve Michel, Seattle
Organizational Control Over Office Forms—Thama Hill, Portland
Form Designing as a Specialized Operation—Dorothy Madison, Seattle
What Goes to Make up a Form—Jacqueline Brown, Spokane
Tools Necessary for Forms Design—Speaker from Spokane
Designing the Form—Michiko Fuji, CPA, Seattle
Specification Writing—Laureen Hall, Seattle
A dinner at the Roosevelt Hotel and an evening at the Aqua Theater to see
Martha Wright in “South Pacific” completed this first Northwest Study Session.
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Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, was the scene of the next chartering when ^44
was presented on October 17 to Dorothea Watson, first president, and 28 charter
members by Corinne Childs, a member of the organizing Tulsa Chapter.
The John Marshall Hotel, Richmond, Virginia, was the site of the fifteenth
Joint Annual Meeting of AWSCPA and ASWA, October 20-24, 1955. The total
registration of 221 included 214 members of both Societies from 41 chapters,
two guests and five members of AWSCPA only.

We turned back the clock on Wednesday when we toured historic Williams
burg, Virginia.

The joint AWSCPA-ASWA business meeting convened Thursday afternoon
with Elinor Hill, National President AWSCPA, presiding.

A technical session on “New Trends in Accounting Techniques Applied to
Payrolls” was held after dinner. Genevieve Michel, Seattle, acted as moderator
and the panel presented:
“What Records Are Required”—Dorothea Watson, Oklahoma City

“Methods of Preparation for the Small and Medium Sized Payrolls”—Mar
guerite Reimers, Seattle
“Bookkeeping Machines”—Gertrude Hindlang, Detroit—assisted by company
representatives from IBM, National Cash Register and Burroughs Computers
giving Demonstrations
Two ASWA workshops were held Friday morning. Carolyn J. Abernethy, New
York, acted as moderator for Chapter Development, Membership and By-Laws;
and Jane M. Dickman, Buffalo, moderated for the discussion on Legislation.

R. Grace Hinds, ASWA President of Indianapolis, presided at the luncheon. A
technical session, moderated by Zosia E. Stege, was presented after the luncheon
with Mr. Louis M. Kessler, Chicago C.P.A., speaking on “New Developments in
Accounting Trends and Techniques” and Jean Colavecchio, New York, talked on
“The Influence of Federal Taxation on Accounting Techniques”.
An evening session of workshops covered Public Relations, Publicity and Pro
gram by Zosia E. Stege, and Awards by Betty Brown, Detroit.

The ASWA annual business meeting was held Saturday morning with Presi
dent R. Grace Hinds presiding.
Dr. Winifred G. Helms, Asst. Director of the Woman’s Bureau of U.S. Depart
ment of Labor, was the banquet speaker. Her subject was “Where Do We Stand”.
Lee Ella Costello, Houston, presented the AWSCPA award to the Atlanta Chapter
which had earned 5,603 merit points. Past Presidents pins were presented to
Vera Jean Bobsene Williams, ASWA, and Rosemary Hoban, AWSCPA.

The feature of the Sunday farewell luncheon was a reading by Mrs. S. L.
Bolton of Richmond.
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Convention Committee

Ethel Ryerson, Richmond; Marion E. Davis, Washington, D. C.
General Co-Chairmen
Ann B. Gray, Richmond; Rhoda E. Wilkinson, Richmond
Co-Chairmen, Registration and Finance
Leatrice J. Harper, Washington, D. C.;
Elizabeth D. Collins, Richmond
Co-Chairmen, Publicity
Shirley T. Moore, Washington, D. C.; Lucille F. Taylor, Richmond
Co-Chairmen, Hospitality
Alma A. Westermann Otto, Washington, D.C.; Genevieve Moore,
Richmond; Lucille Staiger, Washington, D.C.
Co-Chairmen, Decorations
New York Chapter’s contact with a group at Waterbury, Connecticut, resulted
in Charter
presented on October 29 to Ruth Kravitz, their first president.
Back to the middle-west for the fifth chapter, Fort Wayne, Indiana. Charter
#46 was presented by Rachel F. Cooper, Toledo Chapter, who organized and
sponsored the 14 charter members. Eleanor Galloway was the first president.

Drusilla Overbeck, Evansville Chapter #40, and Rosemary Hlinak, Milwaukee
Chapter #41, received their CPA certificates. Jennie M. Palen, New York, had
her book on Report Writing for Accountants published by Prentice-Hall.

Around the world, pacts and treaties were signed—dictators were deposed,
and in April, the Salk anti-polio vaccine was pronounced a success; in the U. S.,
President Eisenhower suffered a heart attack—the two largest labor unions
merged and became AFL-CIO with estimated membership of fifteen million, and
stock market prices dropped on September 26.

49

1956
SIX IN ’56—The result of concerted efforts of National Officers and chapters
interested in ever-increasing benefits of being an ASWA member. The $64,000
question at the time charter number 47 was presented to Clara Lelievre at Birm
ingham, Alabama, was—Who will be number 48? The race was intensified as
several cities were in the process of development. It proved to be Charleston, West
Virginia, organized and sponsored by the Columbus Chapter. The charter was
presented by Grace Proffitt of Columbus and the first president of the 16 charter
members was Lucille Perelman.
The Atlanta Biltmore Hotel, “lavishingly endowed with relaxation facilities”
and a “romantic formal garden” fascinated the 192 members, representing 31
chapters, who attended the Eastern Regional Conference May 18-20, 1956.

Thursday evening Open House in the Atlanta Hospitality Suite—Friday morn
ing shopping on Peachtree Street—lunching at the Piedmont Driving Club—tour
ing the City and The Wren’s Nest home of Uncle Remus—Cyclorama painting of
the Battle of Atlanta—beautiful southern homes—tea at Rich’s, Inc.—enjoying a
cocktail party on the Biltmore Terrace as guests of the First National Bank of
Atlanta—dining at the famous Aunt Fannie’s Cabin with its southern atmosphere
—A DAY TO REMEMBER.
But all was not play, for early on Saturday, we attended workshops.

Membership—Alma A. Westermann Otto, Washington, D. C.
Awards—Gertrude Hindelang, Detroit
Chapter Development—Carolyn J. Abernethy, New York
Public Relations—Jeanne F. Etienne, Cincinnati
Publicity—Beulah P. Brewer, Washington, D. C.
Program—Zosia E. Stege, Chicago
Education—Dora W. Stanger, Philadelphia
Mrs. W. Spann Milner spoke on “Behind the Miracle of Germany” at the lunch
eon at which Grace Hughey, President of the Atlanta Chapter, presided.

Dr. Catherine Miles, Professor at Georgia State College of Business Adminis
tration and conference Program Chairman, presided at the Technical Session at
which a panel of men accountants discussed “Investments for Career Women”.
Moderator Dr. Kenneth Black, Jr., CPCU, Insurance Consultant and Asst. Pro
fessor of Insurance at the same college as Dr. Miles, discussed “Stocks”, “Bonds”
and “Insurance”.
Ruth M. Crawford, General Conference Chairman, presided at the banquet
where Mrs. Bernice Brown McCullar, Director of the Office of Information, State
Department of Education, spoke on “Let’s Get Personal”.

An all day trip on Sunday to Callaway Gardens and the Little White House
closed the Conference.
San Francisco, California—the Pacific Ocean—Golden Gate Bridge—Top of
the Mark—Chinatown—Fisherman’s Wharf—What a setting! This was the
thought of the 80 registrants who attended the West Coast Regional Conference
June 8-10, 1956. The Fairmont Hotel was the headquarters of the 77 members,
representing 9 chapters, and their 3 guests.
Early arrivals on Friday had the option of touring the Muir Woods or the
Giant Redwood Trees Forest. Those gourmets who like to explore the unusual
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found themselves faced with a decision at the dinner hour. Which should it be,
Chinese, Mexican or Japanese food? “Chinatown after Dark” was an optional
after-dinner tour. And, of course, the Hospitality Suite was open for renewing old
acquaintances and meeting new friends.
Workshop sessions were held on Saturday morning. Workshops held and the
moderators were:
Presidents—R. Grace Hinds, Cincinnati
Program—Geraldine Youngs, Spokane
Membership and Chapter Development—Helen Nance, Phoenix and Vera Jean
Bobsene Williams, Los Angeles
Education and Public Relations—Violet Lince, San Diego
Madama Fujima, choreographer, and a troop of the Japanese-American Girl
Scouts of America entertained with Japanese dances during the luncheon. Nancy
M. Butler, San Francisco President, presided.
An afternoon Technical Session, Elizabeth Smelker of San Francisco presiding,
carried out the theme “Progress of Professional Women” with the following dis
cussions :
Public Accounting—Pearl Isham, Los Angeles
Manufacturing—Katherine McLeod, Oakland
Government—Stella H. Stillins, Sacramento
Education—Doris Parks—Seattle
Office Management—Angeline M. Elmore, Long Beach
Honored guests at the banquet were:
Judge Lenore D. Underwood, Municipal Court of San Francisco
Molly H. Minudri, Attorney-at-Law, Public Defender’s Office
Catharine De Motte Quire, Ph.D., Associate Dean of Women, University of
California at Berkeley
The Conference closed with a Friendship Breakfast followed by a General
Business Meeting. Marian Melbin, San Francisco, gave the Invocation, and R.
Grace Hinds, National ASWA President, presided.

Conference Committee
Nancy M. Butler
Dorothy McKenna
Mary C. Tonna
Elizabeth Smelker
Ethel M. Hayes
Anita Burns
Marian G. Kenyon

General Chairman
Registration
Hospitality
Technical Program
Entertainment
Treasurer
Publicity

A day in June—and charter number 49 was presented on the 23rd to West
Palm Beach, Florida, by R. Grace Hinds, National ASWA president. Betty McGill,
a former member of the Columbus Chapter, was the first president of the 12
charter members. And so, Columbus gave us two new chapters this year.
Number 50 was Chattanooga, Tennessee, organized and sponsored by the At
lanta Chapter. They received their charter from Ruth Crawford of Atlanta, and
elected Edith Moore as the first president of the 27 charter members.

Newly elected National ASWA president, Zosia E. Stege, Chicago Chapter,
presented charter number 51 on October 13 at Rockford, Illinois, to Irene White.
This chapter had 18 charter members and was organized by the Chicago Chapter.
Seattle, Washington—October 20-23, 1956—Hotel Benjamin Franklin—And
the sixteenth joint annual meeting of AWSCPA and ASWA brought together
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representatives of 40 chapters with 201 AWSCPA and ASWA members and 9
AWSCPA members. The theme of this meeting was “Integrity—Our Dominant
Factor”.

A pre-convention boat trip and Indian salmon barbecue were enjoyed by the
Wednesday arrivals.
Following the Boards’ breakfast meetings, a joint workshop was held with
Alma A. Westermann Otto moderating and leading the first session on Program.
Publicity was conducted by Margaret Holman, and Public Relations by Sue
Wegenhoft Briscoe.

Catherine B. Parks, Curator of Education, Washington State Museum, spoke
on “Indians of the Pacific Northwest” at the Welcome luncheon. Doris Parks,
President of the Seattle Chapter, presided.
Mary Ellen Brickner, Denver, and Helen Stearns, Des Moines, discussed Edu
cation and Legislation at the second joint workshop session. A Secretaries’ work
shop was an innovation at this meeting. Flora Morgan, Chicago, the National
Secretary conducted the workshop. She was assisted by Mary Jo McCann, Kansas
City, National Secretary AWSCPA; Phoebe Comer, Indianapolis: Elizabeth Shan
nessy, Muskegon; Alice Patterson, Cleveland; and Helen Seelman, Chicago, all
of whom were past National Secretaries of either AWSCPA or ASWA.

Simultaneous Technical Sessions were held after dinner, with the following
moderators and speakers.
Learning is an Adventure—Mary Ellen Brickner, Moderator
Formal Training—Doris Parks, Seattle
Putting Experience in Formal Training—Carmoletta Field, Kansas City
Continued Education—Marilyn Mueller, Milwaukee
Capital Gains vs. Ordinary Income—Gertrude Norman, Moderator
Sales of Copyrights, Depreciable Property—Mary F. Hunter, Chicago
Sales of Real Estate and Leased Personal Property—Beth M. Thompson, Miami
Sales of Patents and Oil Payments—Renie M. Bennett, Tacoma
Corporate Distributions—Doris E. Bennett, Honolulu
The third session of joint workshops was held early Friday morning with
Carolyn J. Abernethy, New York, Jane Dickman, Buffalo and Helen Spoerkle
Mansell, Cleveland, discussing Chapter Development, Membership and By-Laws,
respectively.

The luncheon program was a panel discussing “Accounting is Dynamic”. Alma
A. Westermann Otto was the moderator. The phases discussed were:
Moving With the 20th Century—Catherine D. Quire, San Francisco
Etiquette and Ethics—Winifred Owens, District of Columbia
Assets Unlimited—E. Virginia Barnett, Houston
The final joint workshop session was held after the luncheon with Betty Brown
and Gertrude Hindelang, both of Detroit, covering the subject “Awards”.
“Our Measurable Vision” was the subject of an evening technical session.
Marjorie H. Mitchell, San Francisco, moderated a panel whose members were
Ouida D. Albright, Fort Worth; H. Antoinette Dumstorf, Louisville; Mildred
Koch, Toledo; Lucille Perelman, Charleston; and Hazel Brooks Scott, Los Angeles.

Zosia E. Stege, President, presided at the ASWA annual business meeting on
Saturday morning. Following the recommendation made at the joint AWSCPA
and ASWA business meeting, a resolution was adopted recommending the mem
bers of the Society study the Second Hoover Commission Report.
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Corinne Childs, AWSCPA President, presided at the banquet where Charlotte
Paul, Author of “Minding Our Own Business”, spoke on “Two Careers—At
Least”. The invocation “The Lord’s Prayer” was sung by Genevieve A. Michel.
The AWSCPA Award was presented to the Atlanta Chapter (6,706 merit
points) by Gertrude Hindelang, Detroit. Past presidents’ pins were presented to
R. Grace Hinds, ASWA, by Marguerite Doucette, Seattle; Corinne Childs,
AWSCPA, by Elinor Hill, New York.

Convention Committee
Seattle Chapter
General Chairman
Advance Publicity
Convention Publicity
Favors and Decorations
Finance
Hospitality
Hotel Arrangements
Printing
Registration
Special Events
Travel Information

Marguerite Doucette
Ida K. Ezra
Alice Sandstrom
Ruth M. Wood
Eleonor T. Gove
Genevieve A. Michel
Ebba M. Peterson
May P. Hertz
Dorothy Madison
Doris Parks
Mildred I. Johnson

Charter number 52 was issued in December 1956, but actually presented Jan
uary 21, 1957, by Lucille F. Taylor, a member of the Richmond Chapter which
was the sponsoring group for this Norfolk Chapter. The first president of the
10 charter members was Mary West Crocker.
Dorothy Buckner and Edith Moore of the Chattanooga Chapter received CPA
certificates. Oklahoma City Chapter made history when Marilyn Kay Tribby, 21
years old was the youngest woman in the state to pass the CPA examination and
Uldene Parks, 22 years old, was the next youngest. Milwaukee chapter started a
scholarship fund and Tulsa chapter was hostess to the 2nd Annual Prairie States
Day in May, with four chapters represented. Corinne Childs, President of
AWSCPA, represented both organizations on February 27 at a meeting in New
York of the Citizens Committee for the Hoover Report.

Chapters were studying the Second Hoover Commission Report, investments
and securities, and data processing appeared on the horizon through tours of
National Cash Register and Internationa] Business Machines Corporations. In
terest shown by Congressman Edward H. Rees brought a U. S. Comptroller Gen
eral report in February indicating future practices for employment of women in
audit work would be modified, and if qualification standards were met, there
would be no further blanket exclusion of women.
This was the year of “firsts”—The U. S. made its first air-drop of hydrogen
bomb in the Pacific—the first non-stop, trans-continental helicopter flight was
made by the Army, 2,610 miles in 37 hours—Dorothy Buckner of Chattanooga
Chapter number 50 was the first woman to pass a C.P.A. examination in Ten
nessee. The Principles of Organization of American States was signed in Panama
by President Eisenhower and 18 other Western Hemisphere states, and the tragic
Hungarian revolt against Soviet domination was crushed by Soviet armed forces.
ASWA had 52 chapters, 2,489 members plus 10 members-at-large, and Atlanta
won first place in the annual award presented by AWSCPA with 6,706 points.
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1957
April Fools Day! A misnomer for the day Chapter number 53 received their
charter at Tacoma, Washington. Marguerite Doucette of Seattle, the Chapter
responsible for this fine group of 40 members, presented the charter to Renie
Bennett Pederson, elected the first President.

On May 4, Zosia E. Stege, National ASWA President, presented Charter num
ber 54 to Jane Urich, elected president of the 22 charter members of the new
Flint Chapter, sponsored by the Saginaw Chapter. The charter was presented at
Muskegon, Michigan, during the celebration of All Michigan Day sponsored by
Muskegon.
The Hotel Sheraton-Gibson in Cincinnati on the “Beautiful Ohio” was the
scene of the Eastern Regional Conference May 17-19, 1957. The theme of the
conference was “Expanding Horizons”, with 242 members, representing 38 chap
ters, registered.

Registration opened on Thursday at 4:00 P.M., with a planned open house in
the Ohio Hospitality Suite after the dinner hour until ...... (with true hospitality,
Cincinnati set no time limit).
A group of eight Indianapolis Chapter members, with reservations at the Bev
erly Hills Club, augmented unexpectedly by about 75 members attending the
conference, enjoyed dinner as guests of an Indianapolis member, Louisa Davis.
Needless to say, after the bill was presented to Louisa (the reservations were in
her name), she hurriedly whipped out her pencil and informed each and every
guest of their share of the responsibility.
A tour of Proctor and Gamble’s plant was a feature of the morning. We found
“drifting with the current” on the Ohio River a real fun fest during the evening
boat ride where dinner was served aboard. Mr. Jack Meyerhoff, CPA with the
Arthur Anderson Company, spoke on “New Accounting Horizons” at a delightful
picnic luncheon and program held at Miami University, Oxford, Ohio.

Bright and early on Saturday morning, workshop meetings were held. Alma
A. Westermann Otto, Washington, D. C., conducted the Program workshop;
Ruth M. Crawford, Atlanta, led the Public Relations discussion; Elizabeth E.
Shannessy, Muskegon, discussed Bulletins; M. Jane Dickman, Buffalo, headed
the Membership meeting; and Mildred E. Koch, Toledo, held the Educational
meeting. For the first time since the founding of ASWA, there was a Treasurers’
meeting which was conducted by Carolyn J. Abernethy, New York.
The technical session, moderated by Mary Burnet, CPA Cincinnati Chapter,
included:

Current Depreciation Methods—Mary F. Hall, Washington, D. C.
The Role of the Accountant in Estate Planning—Ethleen Lasseter, Atlanta
The Accountant in Management Services—June I. Crowell, Pittsburgh
Corinne Childs, Tulsa, spoke on “Statement Presentation” at the luncheon
meeting. Erma A. Sembach, President of the Cincinnati Chapter, presided. An
interesting tour of Cincinnati was held after the luncheon.

Dr. Willard J. Graham, Director of the Executive Program, School of Business
Administration of the University of North Carolina, was the Saturday evening
banquet speaker. His subject was “The Relativity of Truth in Accounting”. Jeanne
F. Etienne, the general Conference Chairman, presided.
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Zosia E. Stege, Chicago, presided at the general meeting summary which closed
the conference.

The Mile-High City—Denver, Colorado, was the site of the Western Regional
Conference when the Denver Chapter was hostess on June 14-16, 1957, at the Cos
mopolitan Hotel. The registration of 76 included 60 members representing 15
chapters and 16 guests.
The conference opened officially on Friday morning with greetings from Anne
Snodgrass, President Denver Chapter. Mr. Clayton Hill, Manager of Revenue, City
and County of Denver, welcomed us to Denver. Zosia E. Stege, National ASWA
President, acknowledged the hospitality and welcome.
Mr. A. Bruce Matthews, CPA, Managing Partner of Arthur Anderson & Com
pany, spoke to us on “Electronics in Accounting”. A Coffee, courtesy of Western
Air Lines, and a tour of Shell Oil Company-IBM “650” concluded the morning
schedule.

Afternoon activities included a tour of Operations of the United Air Lines, a
Mountain tour, and a Chuckwagon dinner at Elk Falls Ranch where we were en
tertained by the Sherwood Dancers.
The Saturday morning technical session presented Lee Ella Costello, CPA of
Houston Chapter, speaking on “Changing Concepts in the Measurement of Income,
and Mary J. McCann, CPA Kansas City Chapter, spoke on “Changing Concepts in
Financial Statement Presentation”.
Mr. Jerome J. Kesselman, CPA and Professor at University of Denver, was the
luncheon speaker and chose as his subject “Accounting at the Crossroads”.
Workshop reports given during the Saturday afternoon session included: Bulle
tin, Mary C. Tonna, CPA, San Francisco Chapter; Program, Hazel Brooks Scott,
Los Angeles Chapter; Education and Public Relations, Virginia Huntington, CPA,
Kansas City Chapter; and Mary Ellen Brickner, CPA, Denver Chapter.
The Los Angeles Chapter provided a “Sunkist Interlude” for the relaxation of
the convention attendants.
A social hour preceded the banquet where Mrs. Muriel Sibell Wolle, Professor
at University of Colorado, gave an illustrated lecture on “Colorado Ghost Towns”.
Both a Chapter Presidents’ breakfast and a Friendship breakfast was held on
Sunday morning. A general business meeting, with Zosia E. Stege presiding, fol
lowed the breakfasts.

The final scheduled event was a delightful trip through the surrounding scenic
countryside to Central City.
The 17th —Joint Annual Meeting of AWSCPA-ASWA was held at the Edge
water Gulf Hotel, Edgewater Park, Mississippi, October 25-26, 1957. Total reg
istration of 275 included 240 members of both Societies, representing 47 Chapters,
7 members of AWSCPA only, and 28 guests.

Pre-Convention activities found early arrivals touring New Orleans, dining at
the Court of the Three Sisters, and enjoying the famous night life of the French
Quarters.
Registration, Board Meetings, and Workshops on Award, Program, Publicity
and Public Relations were in progress on Thursday morning.

Robert A. Shiff, President of Naremco Services, Inc., spoke on “Paperwork
Costs and Management Authorization” at the Thursday luncheon. A second session
of workshops for Secretaries, Education and Legislation followed the luncheon.
A reception and Plantation Party was a time for relaxation on Thursday eve
ning. Entertainment was provided by the Piney Woods Singers.
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The AWSCPA annual business meeting was held Friday morning. Friday after
noon, the ASWA annual business meeting was called to order by Alma A. Wester
mann Otto, President. A recommendation was adopted by voice vote to again
appoint a committee to whom questions regarding fund raising could be submitted.
A recommendation also was adopted by voice vote to have the Advisory Chairman
(R. Grace Hinds) make a survey of the membership to determine if the National
Yearbook should be eliminated.
Final workshop sessions were held on By-Laws, Chapter Development and Mem
bership, as well as, a special workshop for Treasurers.
A discussion on “The Industrial Accountant—A Part of Management” was pre
sented by Elsie A. VanWie, Birmingham CPA, and Betty T. McGill, West Palm
Beach CPA, at the Friday luncheon.

Two simultaneous technical sessions were held after the Friday dinner and the
following subjects and speakers were presented:
The Closely-Held Corporation, A Challenge to the Industrial Accountant—Betty
T. McGill, CPA, West Palm Beach
Protecting the Interests of Management—Mary Burnet, CPA, Cincinnati
Working With Other Employees—Anne Snodgrass, Denver
Assisting the Independent Auditor—Phyllis Peters, CPA, Detroit
Tax Exempt Corporations and Form 990—Pearl M. Isham, CPA, Los Angeles
Highlights of Recent Tax Cases and Rulings—Tennie C. Leonard, CPA. Mem
phis

Income Taxes—Procedures When Taxes Are Under Review—Eleanor K. Walquist, CPA, Albany, N.Y.

Julia Benton Hopkins, CPA, LLB, Washington, D. C., one of our own members,
spoke at the Banquet.
The meeting closed on Sunday with Church Services, breakfast Board Meetings,
and a luncheon for the joint AWSCPA-ASWA Boards.
Convention Committee

General Chairman
Advance Promotion and
Convention Publicity
Finance and Registration
General Arrangements
Special Transportation

Corinne Childs, Tulsa
E. Virginia Barnett, Houston

Ruth Reynolds, Tulsa
Barbara W. Collier, Tulsa
Jeanne F. Etienne, Cincinnati

West Palm Beach Chapter conducted a High School essay contest on “Why I
Have Chosen Accounting As A Profession” during the month of June, and in Oc
tober started a scholarship for, preferably, a Junior College Student with consis
tently good grades who wished to continue and make accounting a profession.
Phoenix, Arizona Chapter made a special study of production and quality con
trol as it pertained to office methods. Tulsa Chapter started a scholarship in
March, and Agatha Woodruff of the Baltimore Chapter was awarded the NACA,
McLeod Award for 1957-58.

Treaties and revolts continued around the world—a crisis in Little Rock, Arkan
sas—then BOOM! Sputnik I, the first sphere to be orbited in outer space by Russia
on October 4, followed by Sputnik II a month later. Russia had come in First in
the race and a dog, Laika, a passenger in Capsule II, became famous—In Decem
ber, Ida Broo, founder and First Lady of ASWA, received an honorary member
ship in AWSCPA—Atlanta again won the annual AWSCPA award with 6,753
points—ASWA had 54 Chapters, membership of 2,727, plus 12 members-at-large.
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1958
A Leap Forward—9 New Chapters—the Most—

A wonderful valentine for Tampa Bay, Florida. Charter number 55 was present
ed Tampa Bay on February 14, by Alma Westerman Otto, ASWA National Presi
dent. Their first president was Ruby Hutto.
Charter number 56 was presented a week later to New Orleans by Grace Hughey,
National Chairman of New Chapter Development. This Chapter, organized by At
lanta, had 21 charter members and elected Miriam Berdou president.

The diligence of the Portland Chapter was rewarded in March when Charter
number 57 was presented to Coeur d’Alene, Idaho. Ann Baker, first president of
the 13 charter members, accepted the charter from Marjorie Becker of Portland.
May in Arizona, and the scene of the next chartering. Charter number 58 was
presented at Tucson by Mildred Swem, Los Angeles. Pauline Coffenbarger Tilley
was the first president—Phoenix was the sponsoring chapter, and there were 13
charter members.
Another chapter in May when Alma Westermann Otto presented Charter num
ber 59 to Ruth Boone, first president of the Fort Worth, Texas, Chapter and 17
charter members.
We were high in the clouds on May 22-25, 1958, when the Chattanooga Chapter
was hostess for the Eastern Regional Conference at the Castle in the Clouds Hotel
in Chattanooga. There were 152 registrations, representing 40 chapters. The theme
of the meeting was “Accounting in Today’s Economy”.

Workshop reports given during the Friday morning session included Program,
Membership and Public Relations. Discussion leaders were Carolyn J. Abernethy,
New York, National Program Chairman; M. Jane Dickman, Buffalo, National
Membership Chairman; and Betty Brown, Detroit, National Public Relations
Chairman.
Alex Guerry, Jr., Secretary of the Chattanooga Medicine Company and Treas
urer of WDEF Broadcasting Company, spoke on “Fascinating Stories Through
Accounting—Not Cold Facts” at the Friday luncheon.
We relaxed during dinner and a social hour on Friday evening.

A panel discussion on “Retirement Income Plans” was conducted Saturday
morning. “Legal Aspects, Design and Administration of a Retirement Income
Plan” was discussed by Thomas A. Caldwell, Jr., Attorney, W. W. Voight, VicePresident of the Provident Life and Accident Insurance Company, spoke on “Type
and Method of Funding Retirement Income Plans”, and J. H. Hardy, CPA, dis
cussed “Tax and Accounting Aspects of Retirement Plans”.

Dr. Lillian W. Stimson, University of Tennessee, was the speaker at the Cinder
ella Banquet on Saturday night. She spoke to us on the subject “Living Dynamic
ally In Our Time.”
Julia Ruth Richardson, Supervisor of the Hamilton County Department of Edu
cation, spoke on “Religious Theme” at the Sunday morning breakfast.

Chattanooga Chapter proudly displayed their beautiful vistas on Friday and Sat
urday afternoon tours which included trips to Signal Mountain, Chicamauga Lake,
Rivermont Orchid Farms, Lookout Mountain and Rock City.
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The Hotel Statler-Hilton at Los Angeles, California, was chosen by Hazel Brooks
Scott, General Chairman, and the conference committee for the Western Regional
Conference, June 6-8, 1958. “Automation for the Average Business” was the chosen
theme. The total registration of 140 included 137 members from 13 chapters and
three guests.
Alma Westermann Otto, National ASWA President, and Lee Ella Costello, Na
tional AWSCPA President, were honored at the conference opener, an open house
in the Los Angeles Hospitality suite at 4:00 P.M. on Thursday.
A 2-Act play was presented for the technical session on Friday morning. The
presentation “Automation For A Small Office” was written, produced, directed
and narrated by Loraine T. Ealand, the Conference Program Chairman. The prin
ciple character was Jane Jones, Controller, played by Theia A. Cascio of the Los
Angeles Chapter.

Act I
Scene 1—Jane’s Office—“The Use of the NCR Model #31 for Posting Accounts
Receivable and the General Ledger”—Rowena Cady, Oakland

Scene 2—Same Place—“Payroll Through Automation”—Genevieve Michel, Seattle
Scene 3—Same Place—“The Use of Electronic Recording Devices and Business
Services”—Mary C. Tonna, San Francisco
Scene 4—Same Place—“The Use of Reproduction Machines in the Modem Office”
—Betty Jean Lucas, Spokane
Gertrude E. Norman, President of Los Angeles Chapter, presided at a luncheon
in the Sierra Room where Virginia Barnett, Houston, spoke on “Accounting, A
Satellite of Industry”. Fun in the afternoon at Disneyland with dinner at the Red
Coach Inn was prescribed as a tranquilizer.

ACT II of the play was presented at the Saturday morning technical session.
Just like the radio and television serials, everyone tuned in to see “what happens
in todays episode”.

Act II—Six Months Later
Scene 1—Jane’s Office—Jane sees a demonstration of Friden Computyper by a
representative of the Friden Calculating Machine Co.

Scene 2—Same Place—The Business Service in Operation, by Service Bureau Cor
poration, a subsidiary of IBM
* * * * Intermission----- Coffee Break* * * *

Scene 3—Same Place—“Types of Filing Equipment Available for Automation”—
Cleo Slaughter, Phoenix
Scene 4—“What Automation Can Mean To You”—Theia A. Cascio, Los Angeles

Carroll Righter, an Astrologer, spoke at the luncheon. The subject was “What’s
In The Stars For You?”. Gertrude E. Norman, presided.
Workshops were presented in the afternoon—Membership by Alma Westermann
Otto, and Award by Mildred Swem and Pearl Isham, both of Los Angeles. A panel,
moderated by Lee Ella Costello, discussed “What and How io Write for our Own
Publication” and another panel, moderated by Elizabeth F. Matthews, San Diego,
discussed “How To Create Enthusiasm and Build Attendance in your Chapter”.
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A reception in the Garden Rooms was followed by the banquet at which Hazel
Brooks Scott presided. Dr. William H. Davenport, Chairman of Humanities, Har
vey Mudd College, Claremont, California, addressed the conference. His subject—
“Adding Up Your Personal Account”.
A Friendship Bruncheon, followed by an informal meeting with Alma Wester
mann Otto closed the Conference.

July 26—Wheeling, West Virginia—and Charter number 60 was presented by
Charlotte Peck to Dorothy Collett, the first president of 15 charter members.
Carolyn J. Abernethy, just elected National ASWA President, presented Charter
number 61 at Huntington, West Virginia, to Mary R. Baugham, the first president
of 28 charter members. Charleston, and their former member Mary R. Baugham,
were responsible for this new chapter.

The auto center of the world, Detroit, Michigan, was the scene of the 18th
Joint Annual Meeting of AWSCPA-ASWA, October 8-11 1958, held at the Statler
Hilton Hotel. Total registration of 334 included 137 members of the combined so
cieties, representing 52 chapters, 13 CPA members and 4 guests. 160 additional
guests were present for various functions.

Wednesday’s early arrivals toured the Ford Museum, Greenwich Village, Wind
sor, Canada, and the City of Detroit.
Ida S. Broo, first President of ASWA, and Anne Grace Francis, first President
of AWSCPA, were introduced at the joint annual business meeting early Thursday,
morning. Lee Ella Costello, Houston, President of AWSCPA, presided. Hon. Mary
V. Beck, Council President of the City of Detroit, welcomed the assembly to the
city.
Joint workshops for Secretaries and Treasurers, moderated by Eleanor E. Beck
er, New Jersey, and Erma A. Sembach, Cincinnati, followed the meeting. Simul
taneous workshops for Award and Membership were conducted in the afternoon
by Mildred Swem, California, and E. Virginia Barnett, Houston.

Carolyn J. Abernethy of New York, President ASWA, presided at the 20th An
niversary Dinner on Thursday evening.

The Water Wonderland luncheon on Friday was a festive and interesting occa
sion. Margaret White Nally was the principal speaker and talked on the “The Tech
nical Amendments Act and Small Business Act of 1958”.
A recommendation was adopted by voice vote at the ASWA annual business
meeting to review Section 1-2-3-4-6 of the Chapter Manual to render them more
serviceable to the administration of the Societies activities.

Joint workshops were conducted after dinner on Friday for Program, Public
Relations and Publicity. They were moderated by Gertrude Hunkin, Cleveland,
Genevieve Michel, Seattle, and Betty Brown, Detroit.

A Saturday morning Technical Session was held with Gracia W. Robinson,
Kansas City, speaking on “Setting Up An Accounting System”, and Linda Stan
ford, New York, discussing “Budgets and Forecasts”. “Reports to Management”
was given by Dorothea Watson, Oklahoma City, and “New Frontiers for the Ac
countant” was the subject of Lillian Clay Cundiff during the second Technical
Session.
Dr. Cylvia A. Sorkin, Nationally known personnel management consultant, spoke
on “Would You Hire Yourself” at the banquet. Lee Ella Costello presided.
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Conference Committee
Gertrude Hindelang
General Chairman
Rosemary Hoban
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Hospitality
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Donna Danielson and Phyllis Peters
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Margaret Drude and Ann Romanzin
Registration
Alma Christy and Louise Strandburg
Special Events

The efforts of the Los Angeles Chapter “paid off” when Pearl Isham, AWSCPA
Award Chairman, journeyed to Honolulu to present Charter number 62 on Octo
ber 24. Buffalo Chapter was responsible for Charter number 63 presented in Octo
ber to Erie, Pennsylvania. Carolyn J. Abernethy made the presentation to Alva
Louise Beverly, the first president of the 28 charter members.
Chapters were again studying data processing procedure in offices—the 1958
Major Income Tax Act and the new Social Security laws. Helen Helman of the
Baltimore Chapter received an NACA, McLeod Award—Maurine Milsaps of Okla
homa City and Jane Urich of Flint Chapters received CPA degrees—the show “My
Fair Lady” started its third year of a spectacular run on Broadway and “Music
Man” swung into its second year. Phoenix and Chattanooga started scholarship
funds and Chattanooga was hostess to the Eastern Regional Conference.

The U. S. launched its first Satellite (un-manned) into orbit—Nikita Khrush
chev became Premier of the Soviet Union and General Charles deGaulle became
Premier of France. The Annual ASWA Meeting resolved to actively support the
Jenkins Keogh bill which pertained to income tax on money in retirement funds
placed there by self-employed persons—Tacoma Chapter was hostess for a Spring
Study session of the Northern Chapters, Coeur d’Alene, Portland, Seattle, Spokane
and Tacoma. To help the fortunate ASWA members rushing from winter blizzards
in New York to sunny Florida, National Airline on December 10 inaugurated Jet
airline passenger service between New York and Miami—jet service across the
Atlantic was inaugurated in October by British Airways—the Worlds Fair was in
Brussels, the American building and exhibits were a great attraction and the
American “Hot Dogs” were a sensation—there were 2,837 ASWA members plus
15 members-at-large, and Los Angeles won the annual Award with 6,261 honor
points.
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1959
The New Year—and an auspicious start. Charter number 64 was presented by
Lee Ella Costello, Houston, to the 17 charter members of the new Dallas, Texas
Chapter. Fort Worth was the organizing Chapter and Doris H. Neely was the first
president.

Groundwork, laid in September, and continued efforts of the Cincinnati Chapter
resulted in a new chapter at St. Louis, Missouri. Charter number 65 was presented
February 21 to Marilyn Ridenhour, first president of 31 charter members, by
Jeanne Etienne of Cincinnati.

Genevieve Michel, Seattle, the new ASWA National President, presented Charter
number 66 to Salem, Oregon. The charter was received by Nell McCue.
The Daniel Boone Hotel, Charleston, West Virginia, was selected for the Eastern
Regional Conference, May 29-31, 1959, with a total registration of 138 members
representing 16 chapters.

Thursday afternoon and evening was occupied with registration of early arrivals.

Lucille Craft, President of the Charleston, Chapter, presided at the opening ses
sion on Friday morning. Mrs. Dorothy Heinzer, Charleston Council-Woman-atlarge, gave the Welcome address.
Lucille Perleman presided at the Technical Session. The theme of the session
was “Accounting for Tomorrow” and the following program was presented. Tech
nical Amendments Act: Some Changes in
Tax Provisions for Individuals—Clara C. LeLievre, Birmingham
Electing Corporations Under Sub-Chapters—Ruth M. McClellan, Cleveland
Facts About Social Security for the Accountants—Paul L. Jefferson
Relaxation was provided by a bus tour to New River Gorge and Hawk’s Nest
State Park where a delicious luncheon was served. A Hillbilly Party at Humphrey’s
Driftwood Room was the highlight of Friday evening—truly a funfest.
The Saturday morning Technical Session was moderated by Virginia Kahle. The
speakers and their subjects were:

R. W. Pacquin, District Manager Accounting Machine Division, National Cash
Register Co.—Electronic Accounting
William R. Huff, Executive Sec. West Virginia Hospital Association—Hospital
Accounting

Charles Showalter, Adm. Charleston Memorial Hospital—The Right Arm of Ad
ministration
Norman A. Clarke, CPA—Fund Accounting
Paul DeFuria—Hospital Budgets
Willard Erwin, CPA—Cost Accounting for Hospitals
Members travelled “Around the World on a Freighter” with Mrs. Tom Davis
during the Saturday luncheon. Mrs. Davis reached a number of really out of the
way places and had some hilarious adventures.

Workshops followed the luncheon and presented
Betty Brown, Detroit—Awards
Genevieve A. Michael, Seattle—Education
Gertrude Humkin, Cleveland—Program
E. Virginia Barnett, Houston—Membership
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James S. Comstock, Editor of the New Leader, Richwood, West Virginia, spoke
on the “Life and Hard Times of a Country Editor” at the banquet. Lucille Craft,
presided.
Carolyn Abernethy, New York, presided at the Sunday morning Farewell Break
fast where Cathryn Williams, Charleston Conference Chairman, said the official
“Goodbye”.

Conference Committee
Cathryn Williams
General Chairman
Lucille Perleman
Finance and Registration
Nettie McCutcheon and Isabelle McAllister
Hospitality
and Entertainment
Flo Marie Carter
Meetings and Hotel
Hazel Koontz and Evelyn Mayes
Publicity and Printing
Janice Edwards
Chairman, Saturday Luncheon
June 12-14, 1959, found members assembled at the Ridpath Hotel, Spokane,
Washington, for the Western Regional Conference. The total registration of 78,
included 72 members, representing 11 Chapters, and six guests. The theme chosen
for the conference was “Dropping the Cents”.

Thursday, after dinner, early arrivals attended Open House in honor of Carolyn
J. Abernethy, National President ASWA.
Mary Bohling, President of the Spokane Chapter, opened the conference official
ly on Friday. Three workshops were conducted—Program by Carolyn Abernethy,
New York; Public Relations by Genevieve A. Michel, Seattle: and Award by Pearl
Isham, Los Angeles.

Sister Loretta Marie, Comptroller, Sacred Heart Hospital, Spokane, spoke on
“Internal Accounting for Hospitals”, at the luncheon at which Margaret Rudisle,
President-elect of Spokane, presided.
An exhibit of business machines was viewed in the afternoon, followed by a bus
tour to Coulee Dam where dinner was served at the Green Hut. The Portland Chap
ter provided relaxation after dinner with a Treat at the Ridpath.
Eileen Doyle, Spokane Chapter President, presided at the Technical Session when
a panel of three men accountants, moderated by Robert H. Zachow, discussed
“Dropping the Cents”. Following an intermission, the session was resumed with
talks on:

“Cents-Less Accounting”—Statement Simplifications and Presentation”—Daniel
G. Brajcich, Gonzaga University

“Dropping the Nonsense”—Dorothy Jones, Past President AWSCPA.
At luncheon, “A Woman Accountant for President” or “This Is Your Life, Hazel
H. Skog” was the title of a playlet presented by Chapter No. 4 Reperatory Players,
narrated by Eileen Doyle, honoring the organizer of the Spokane Chapter which
was in its 20th year.

Workshops resumed in the afternoon with Membership, presented by E. Virginia
Barnett, Houston; Bulletin, by Helen I. Matthews, Phoenix; and Best Foot Forward
For ASWA, by Marjorie Becker, Portland.
Mr. John Ruffato, Account Executive of Murphy-Favre Investment Company,
discussed “Impressions of Russia” at the Banquet. Betty Jean Lucas, General Con
ference Chairman, presided.
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Mrs. Thad Byrne, a Graphoanalyst, spoke at the Buffet Friendship Breakfast
Sunday morning during which Eileen Doyle, Past President of Spokane Chapter,
presided.
Those whose vacation time permitted enjoyed an outing on Coeur D’Alene Lake
with a picnic dinner later as the guests of the Coeur D’Alene Chapter.

Riding on the famous cable car to the Hotel Mark Hopkins, members of AWS
CPA and ASWA converged on San Francisco, California, for the 19th Joint An
nual Meeting on October 21-24, 1959.
Activities on Wednesday included a tour of the Bay Area, luncheons and meet
ings for the Board of Directors of both Societies and the ASWA Chapter Presi
dents’ Dinner

The joint annual business meeting was held at 9:00 A.M., Thursday, with Mary
J. McCann of Kansas City, AWSCPA President, presiding. The invocation was
given by Rev. L. K. Whitfield, Temple Methodist Church, and the Welcome by
Nancy M. Butler of San Francisco, Annual Meeting Chairman.

The Secretaries and Treasurers workshop was conducted by Pauline R. Cady,
Seattle, and Betty Brown, Detroit. Joint workshops were held on Program, Publi
city and Public Relations with Carolyn Abernethy, New York, as moderator for
Program, Mary C. Tonna, San Francisco, for Publicity, and Virginia C. Turner,
Buffalo, for Public Relations.
Genevieve A. Michel of Seattle, ASWA President, presided at the ASWA busi
ness meeting held Thursday afternoon. A champagne reception given by the San
Francisco Chapter preceded the Recognition Dinner on Thursday evening.

Gertrude Hindelang of Detroit, Vice President AWSCPA, presided at the Friday
luncheon. The invocation was given by Rabbi Elliott M. Burstein, Congregation
Beth Israel. Mary Lanigar, CPA of San Francisco, spoke on Recent Developments
in Taxation.
The AWSCPA annual business meeting and dinner were held on Friday after
noon and evening.
Simultaneous workshops were held Saturday morning on Award and Member
ship. The moderators were Dorothea Watson, Oklahoma City, and Erma A. Sem
bach, Cincinnati.

The Technical Session was divided into six discussion groups which presented
the following

Mechanized Accounting—Theia A. Cascio, Los Angeles
Subchapter S Corporations—Tax and Accounting Aspects—Ida K. Ezra, CPA
Seattle
Non-Profit Organizations—What Are the Accounting Principles—Margaret R.
Knirk, CPA Chicago
Direct Costing vs Full Absorption Costing—Mary Ellen Warren, Cleveland
Special Purpose and Long-Form Reports—M. Jane Dickman, CPA Buffalo
Educational Standards for Today’s Accountant—S. Madonno Kabbes, CPA
A coffee break for relaxation was sponsored by the Birmingham Chapter.
The Technical Session continued with a discussion period at which E. Virginia
Barnett, Houston, presided.

A luncheon for both Societies Board of Directors and the Woman CPA Editor
ial Board was held at 1:00 P.M., followed by meetings of each group.
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The reception preceding the Saturday evening banquet was held in the Room of
The Dons. Dr. Eleanor Metheny, guest banquet speaker, talked on “Courage to
Lead”. Mary J. McCann presided.
Sunday morning was devoted to meetings of the Boards of both Societies.
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Dorothy McKenna
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Ethel Hayes
Publicity and Printing
Mary C. Tonna-Virginia Alford
Registration
Frances McNamara
Decoration and Favors
Friday Luncheon
Sacramento Chapter
Chapters continued the study of the new 1958 taxes, electronic recordkeeping,
and the effect of data processing and the new IBM products “on their lives” and
work—Helen Cady of Baltimore and Vera Berndt of New Orleans received CPA
degrees and the Spring Eastern Regional Conference was held at Charleston.

My Fair Lady and The Music Man were still smash hits on Broadway—Fidel
Castro assumed power in Cuba—Hawaii was proclaimed the 50th State on August
21, and the Soviet orbited 3 un-manned satellites, the last of which hit the moon.
Muskegon won the annual award with 5,804 points—the N. S. Savannah, first
atomic-powered merchant ship, was launched in July, and membership of ASWA
totaled 3,096 plus 15 members-at-large.

64

1960
Well-sowed seeds produced a bumper crop of six more Chapters. It started in the
Spring, when on April 23, the New Jersey Chapter received Charter number 67
from Elinor Hill of New York, the sponsoring chapter. The first president of the
10 charter members was Ida Schubert.
Off to the twin cities, St. Paul-Minneapolis, Minnesota—two weeks later on May
4, Genevieve A. Michel, National ASWA President, presented Charter number 68
to Grace H. Perkins, the first president of 19 charter members. Milwaukee was the
organizing chapter.
The Monterey Penisula—sunny skies—and the Western Regional Conference
Committee had a perfect setting for this conference held May 19-22, at Monterey,
California. Seventy members enjoyed both the informal atmosphere and the tech
nical program provided by the hostess chapter, Oakland, California.
A visit to California’s First Theater, where the Troupers of the Gold Coast pre
sented a heart-rending production entitled “A Fisherman’s Luck”, provided enter
tainment for the assembled members. Oakland Chapter members presented a uni
que style show and provided a tour of the Monterey Peninsula.
The technical sessions presented speakers from the membership and included
Vera Coulter and Lurena Deutsch, Los Angeles; Rachel Hoover and Margaret Con
ley, San Francisco; and Ethel Cates and Ruth Mormon, Phoenix
Workshop sessions were held on Program, Bulletin, Education, Membership and
Award.
Members attending represented twelve chapters.
The theme of the Conference was “Aspects of New Developments”.
Charter number 69 was presented on May 21 at Jackson, Mississippi. Dale Guen
ther of Birmingham, the organizing chapter, presented the charter to Catherine B.
Nickell, first president, and 16 charter members.
Way-out-west—TWO DAYS later—The California Citrus Belt Chapter received
Charter number 70 from Genevieve A. Michel. Los Angeles sponsored the 18 chart
er members and Ruth Astleford was the first president.
In Birmingham, the Pittsburgh of the South, the Eastern Regional Conference
was held June 9-12, 1960, at the Dinkler-Tutwiler Hotel.
The Board of Directors held a pre-conference meeting at 9:00 A.M. on Thurs
day, June 9. Registration was opened at 12:00 noon, and a buffet dinner was held
at The Club, high on a hill overlooking the City.
Friday morning started bright and early with a tour of T. C. I. Division of U.S.
Steel Corporation. Dale Guenther, CPA and President of the Birmingham Chapter,
presided at the luncheon held in the Terrace Room. The invocation was given by
Rev. Hans Reuter, First Lutheran Church. Elsie VanWie, CPA, Conference Chair
man, welcomed the 117 guests, and Elizabeth Sterling, CPA Atlanta, gave the reponse. Dr. Katherine Vickery, Alabama College in Montevallo, Alabama, spoke on
“What’s Your A.Q.?”.
Simultaneous workshops were held at 2:30 P.M. with the following subjects and
moderators:
Programs—Lucille Perelmann, CPA, Charleston
By-Laws and Legislation—Anne Snodgrass, CPA, Denver
A technical session was held in the Terrace Room at 3:30 P.M. J. D. P. Arnold,
CPA, spoke on “Some Suggestions to the Woman Accountant”, and Edith Moore,
CPA, Chattanooga, discussed “Expense Accounts—Trap or Haven”.
“An Evening of Fun” was held at the Steer Trail Inn and included a dance con
test with Dale Guenther carrying off the honors. Aileen and Phyllis Hardin were
Chairmen of this evening of relaxation.
Workshops were scheduled for 8:30 on Saturday morning. Lola Bell, CPA,
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Tulsa, and Dorothea Watson, CPA Oklahoma City, moderated the Awards session,
and Betty Brown Detroit conducted the Public Relations and Publicity session.
Speakers and their subjects at the 10:30 technical session were:
Iva Knox, Birmingham—Revolving the World
Lee Ella Costello, CPA Houston—So the Boss Wants to Know
The Chapter Presidents’ Luncheon was held at 12:15 P.M., and the Vulcan Tour
was scheduled at 2:00 P.M.
A reception and banquet was held Saturday evening. Elsie Van Wie presided.
Warren Whitney, guest speaker, spoke on “The Roving Decimal Point”.
A Sunday morning breakfast was followed by an informal business meeting.
Genevieve Michel, CPA Seattle and ASWA President, presided.

Conference Committee
General Committee
Jean Hunt

Dale Guenther

Elsie Van Wie, Chairman
Committee Chairmen

Marion Krotzer
Finance
Lelia Bethel
Registration
Aileen Hardin-Phyllis Hardin
Hospitality
Ola Faye Smith
Meetings and Accommodations
Roberta Rhoads
Menus
Faye Montgomery-Thelma Barkley
Printing and Publicity
In the City of Brotherly Love, we received a cordial welcome from the Philadel
phia Chapter when the 1960 Annual Meeting of AWSCPA and ASWA was held at
The Warwick Hotel, Locust at 17th Street, September 22-24. The weather was per
fect, cool enough for sweaters, the sky was sunny, the scenery beautiful. We found
Philadelphia a city of narrow streets and tall buildings.
The registration desk opened at 8:00 A.M. on Wednesday, the 21st. We made a
tour of Valley Forge at 9:00 A.M. The ASWA Chapter Presidents’ Dinner was
held at 7:30 P.M. with Betty Brown, Detroit, National First Vice-President of
ASWA, presiding. The dinner was followed by the ASWA Chapter Presidents’ Con
ference with Betty Brown again the presiding officer.
The joint annual business meeting was held Thursday from 9:00 A.M. until
10:15 A.M. Dora W. Stanger, Philadelphia, General Meeting Chairman, gave the
invocation, and Katherine E. Pfeifer, CPA, Cleveland, President of AWSCPA, pre
sided. The Welcome was given by Rose J. Bobbett, President of the Philadelphia
Chapter, and the Response by Genevieve A. Michel, CPA, Seattle, Past President
of ASWA. Workshops were held simultaneously from 10:30 A.M. to 11:45 A.M.
They included Bylaws, Legislation, Education, Public Relations and Publicity.
Moderators were:
Anne D. Snodgrass, CPA, Denver, National Secretary, ASWA—1960-1961 and
National By-Laws Committee Chairman, ASWA 1959-60—By-Laws
Shirley T. Moore, CPA, District of Columbia, National Legislation Chairman,
ASWA 1960-61—Legislation
M. Jane Dickman, CPA, Buffalo, National Second Vice-President, ASWA 195758—Education
Lucille Perelman, CPA, Charleston, National Public Relations Chairman, ASWA,
1960-61—Public Relations
Nellie V. Joling, Grand Rapids, National Publicity Chairman, ASWA, 1960-61
—Publicity
A luncheon was held at noon with Winifred D. Owens, CPA, District of Colum
bia, First Vice President, AWSCPA, 1960-61, presiding.
The Invocation was given by Rev. Edmund J. Nuttall, SJ, Rector, Old St. Jo
seph’s Roman Catholic Church. Mary S. Tross, CPA, was the speaker and her sub
ject was “Taxation, Ethics: A Single Standard”.
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The annual ASWA business meeting was held at 3:00 P.M. with E. Virginia
Barnett, Houston, President, presiding. The Invocation was given by Betty Brown.
The following workshops were presented at 8:00 P.M.: Award, Program and
Bulletin. The Moderators were:
Madeline A. Cassi, Chicago, National Award Committee Chairman, ASWA, 196061—Award
Lola C. Bell, CPA, Tulsa, Award Chairman, AWSCPA, 1959-60—Award
Erma A. Sembach, Cincinnati, National Second Vice President ASWA, and Na
tional Program Chairman, ASWA 1960-61—Program
Margaret B. Overby, Richmond, National Bulletin Chairman, ASWA, and Edi
tor, ASWA Coordinator, 1960-61—Bulletin
The ASWA business meeting reconvened at 9:00 A.M., Friday, September 23,
with E. Virginia Barnett, President, presiding. Erma A. Sembach, gave the Invoca
tion. The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 A.M.
The Award luncheon was held at noon, Friday, with E. Virginia Barnett presid
ing. The Invocation was given by Rabbi David H. Wice, D.D., D.H.L. Congrega
tion Rodeph Shalom. Dr. Bernadine Meyer, Assistant Professor, School of Business
Administration, Duquesne University and member of the Pittsburg Chapter, was
the luncheon speaker. Her subject was “The Accountant Communicates”.
The AWSCPA annual business meeting was held at 2:30 P.M. with Katherine
E. Pfeifer presiding.
A workshop on Membership and Chapter Development was held at 4:00 P.M.
Moderators were:
Mary Burnet, CPA Cincinnati, National Membership Chairman, ASWA, 1960-61
—Membership
Pearl M. Isham, CPA Los Angeles, National Chapter Development Chairman,
ASWA, 1960-61—Chapter Development.
The AWSCPA annual dinner was held at 7:00 P.M. with Grace S. Highfield,
CPA Columbus, National Secretary, AWSCPA, 1960-61 presiding.
In between meetings, we squeezed in some sightseeing of the many historic spots.
Independence Hall, the Liberty Bell, Betsy Ross House, Benjamin Franklin’s
grave, Grace Kelly’s wedding dress in the Art Museum and Fels Planetarium were
all points of interest. Certainly, Christ Church, established in 1695, where our
Forefathers prayed for guidance enveloped each visitor in awe and thanksgiving
for the men of vision who had gathered there.
The Technical Session on Budgets, with Betty Brown presiding, was held at 9:00
A.M., Saturday, September 24. Speakers were:
Margaret G. Conley, CPA, San Francisco—Purpose and Types
Donna M. Danielson, CPA, Detroit—Preparation
Wilma Loichinger, Cincinnati—Utilization and Effectiveness
The Baltimore and Phoenix Chapters were hostesses at the coffee break.
Erma A. Sembach presided when the Technical Session was resumed.

Pension and Profit Sharing Plans were discussed by the following:
Ruby M. Crawford, Atlanta
1.
Benefits Provided and Method of Funding
2.
Trends and Impact Upon Economy
Margaret L. Bailey, Denver
1.
Federal Income Tax Aspects of Pension and Profit Sharing Plans.
2.
Reporting Under the Federal Welfare & Pension Plans Disclosure Act.
At 2:00 P.M., we had a choice of a tour of the Philadelphia Museum of Art or
a tour of Historic Philadelphia.

A reception preceded the annual banquet held at 7:30 P.M. Katherine E. Pfeifer
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presided. The Invocation was given by Rev. Ernest A. Harding, D. D., Rector of
Christ Church. Greetings were extended by the Hon. John Morgan Davis, Lieu
tenant Governor, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. J. S. Seidman, President
AICPA, delivered a message from the American Institute of C.P.A.
The highlight of the meeting was the address by Mrs. Ivy Baker Priest, Treas
urer of the United States.
Convention Committee

General Chairman
Finance
Hospitality

Dora W. Stanger
Mary R. Dougherty
Marian K. Charles and
Kathryn A. Vollrath
Martha M. Reese
Violet M. Holgate
Anne Belle Booth
Mildred Teitz
Roberta M. Wright

Hotel
Meetings
Printing
Publicity
Registration

Fort Lauderdale, Florida, received Charter number 71 on November 21 from
Gertrude Hindelang, Detroit. Far-away Detroit sponsored this Chapter with 27
charter members who elected Dorothy B. Henckel the first president.
Youngstown, Ohio, was organized by Cincinnati Chapter and their Charter,
number 72, was presented by E. Virginia Barnett, new National ASWA President,
on November 19 to Carolyn C. Marro, the first president.

Chapters were studying business writing, human relations, taxes and like ac
counting matters, as well as employment of women over 40 years of age. Amend
ment and clarification of the required Awards reporting data and a new report
form was approved at the AWSCPA annual meeting—Tulsa Chapter was hostess
for Prairie State Day and also delegated three of their members to work on
Senator’s legislative committee to secure passage of HR bill 9660, signed by
President Eisenhower, for liberalized income tax deductions for dependent par
ents over 65. Three years and My Fair Lady and The Music Man were still
“packing them in”—A new smash hit “How to Succeed in Business Without
Really Trying” made its appearance—Scholarships were started by New Orleans,
Coeur d’Alene, St. Louis, Fort Worth and California Citrus Belt—Georgia Moore
of the Atlanta Chapter received a Masters Degree in Accounting and was a guest
teacher at the Army Education Center at Ft. McPherson, Georgia—Vivian Conk
lin, Atlanta, received a Masters Degree in Accounting and continued to study for
a PhD—Irene Davidson of Norfolk taught accounting at Norfolk Division of
William and Mary College—CPA degree honors went to Christine Hogg of Jackson, Katherine Current (who received the highest grade in the State) and Pat
Avery of Atlanta, Marv Ann Matti of Dallas, Joan Tarzetti of New Orleans and
Mary Jean Royer of Savannah. Mary Jean was the first woman in Savannah to
pass a CPA examination.
Flint was hostess to 12 Chapters for a one day meeting “All Michigan Day”
on May 7—the Spring Eastern Regional Conference was in Birmingham in June
—Loretta Slavick of St. Louis was named Missouri Pilot of the Year for out
standing service to aviation—ASWA membership was 3,255 plus 22 members-atlarge—John Fitzgerald Kennedy was elected 35th President of the United States
on November 8—and Los Angeles won the annual Award with 5,758 honor points.
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1961
One East and One West—They are destined to Meet sometime at a National
meeting.
On January 16, Charter number 73 was presented to the Orange County, Cali
fornia Chapter by Pearl Isham, National Chairman of ASWA Chapter Develop
ment. Long Beach member, Norma Farris, was responsible for the organizing and
Elizabeth F. Black was the first president of 13 charter members.
Hyatt House Hotel at Seattle was the site of the Northwest Study Session,
April 22, 1961. These Northwest Sessions were created to be held in the years
when the Western Regional Conference is not held in the Northwest area. Spokane
Chapter was the originator in 1955 of this plan.
The total registration of 61 included 48 members and 13 guests, representing
four Chapters. The theme was “Sailing Ships to Satellites 1961”.
A program and tour of SEA-TAC Airport, arranged by the Port of Seattle, and
including a talk by J. Eldon Apheim, Controller of the Port, on “Survey of His
tory and Operation of SEA-TAC Airport” was a highlight of the morning. Colonel
Josef Diamond, Attorney and Vice-president of National Parking Association,
spoke on “The Parking Industry and the Current Economic Picture” at the lunch
eon. Pauline Cady, Seattle, presided.
The afternoon Study Session featured five discussions with Frances D. Britt,
Seattle, presiding. Speakers and their subjects were:
Internal Audit of Freight Bills and Claims—Virginia Conwell, Spokane
Leasing of Company Vehicles—Josephine Brower, Seattle
Accounting for Trave] Expense under Current Tax Laws—Patricia Perry,
Portland
Accounting Systems under I.C.C. Laws—Renie Pederson, Tacoma
Rights and Duties of Carriers of Goods and Persons—Callie Fossland, Seattle
Muriel L. McGuire, President of the Seattle Chapter, presided at the banquet.
The 20th Anniversary of the Seattle Chapter was recognized, as were the four
Charter members who were present. Dr. Robert Nelson, College of Business Ad
ministration, University of Washington, spoke on “Soaring In The ’60’s—The
Jet Age of the Northwest”.
“Westward Ho!”—to the Westward Ho Hotel
The Phoenix Chapter was hostess for the Western Regional Conference and
their theme was “Planning For The Future” when chapters gathered at the West
ward Ho Hotel in Phoenix, May 11-14, 1961. Registrations included 118 mem
bers, representing 23 chapters, and four guests.
Friday morning’s session was on “Income Planning”. Elizabeth M. Hallett,
Sacramento Chapter, and Ed Hallett, Public Accountants from Sacramento, spoke
on “Retirement Income—Social Security”. Alvene F. Kincheloe, Tucson Chapter,
spoke on “Retirement Income—Dividends and Interest”, and Earl L. Nass, Field
Director, Retail Grocers’ Association at Phoenix, talked on “Improvement Oppor
tunities for Accountants”.
0. W. “Bill” Hayes, an author and lecturer from Temple, Texas, chose the
topic “Memory Training” for his talk at the Friday luncheon.
“Planning for Tax Savings” was the theme for the Saturday morning session.
Louise A. Sallman, Oakland Chapter, gave us information on “Real Estate In
vestment Trust”, and Aila G. Dawe, also from Oakland, spoke on “Self-Employed
Pension Plans”. Patricia A. Perry, Portland Chapter, discussed “Tax-Option
Corporation”, and “Business Insurance” was discussed by J. Lester Shaffer,
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Field Assistant, Equitable Life Assurance Society. W. J. Uren, Director of Labor
Relations, Phelph-Dodge Corporation at Douglas, Arizona, spoke on “Fringe
Benefit Trends”.
Professor Calvert Krueger, Arizona State University, spoke at the Saturday
luncheon using the subject “Proposed Income Tax Reforms”.

Leading the discussions of Awards, Legislation and Publicity at the Saturday
afternoon workshops, was E. Virginia Barnett, Houston, National President of
ASWA.

Charlotte Eldridge Sutter, whose subject was “Our Indian Culture—The An
cient Heritage”, was the speaker at the Saturday night banquet. Interpretations of
several Indian dances were given by boys from the St. John’s Indian School.

In “The Land of Pleasant Living”, Baltimore, Maryland, the Eastern Regional
Conference was held at the Lord Baltimore Hotel, May 25-28, 1961. Registration
opened Thursday at 1:00 P.M. and conducted tours occupied the afternoon hours.
The formal opening of the conference was held Friday morning with Shirley
Jane Schmid, Baltimore Chapter President, presiding. The invocation was given
by Elizabeth Foard, Conference Finance Chairman. Shirley welcomed the guests
to the conference and Mary M. McGrade. President of the District of Columbia
Chapter, gave the response.
The technical session at 9:00 A.M. carried out the theme “Learn More in Balti
more”. Ruth A. McEvoy, CPA and Past President of Baltimore Chapter, presided
and introduced the speaker, Kenneth N. Worden. Mr. Worden, Administrative
Fiscal Officer of Bureau of Customs, spoke on “Dynamics of Management”.
Simultaneous Workshops began at 11:00 A.M. Legislation and Publicity work
shops were conducted by Shirley T. Moore, CPA, District of Columbia, and Caro
lyn J. Abernethy, New York. Carolyn acted in the absence of Nellie V. Joling,
National Publicity Committee Chairman. The Program workshop was conducted
by Erma A. Sembach, Cincinnati.

Freda V. Meyerhoffer, Past President of Baltimore Chapter, presided at the
noon luncheon. The guest speaker was Dr. Peter Castruccio, Technical Director
Aeronca Manufacturing Corporation. “Space Strategy” was the subject of his
talk. An Annapolis Tour and dinner concluded the Friday activities.
Gertrude Kitchen Dorsey, CPA, and Conference Program Chairman, presided
at the Saturday morning Technical Session. This session was on Uninsured Costs
and included:
Pilferage—George 0. Sparks, Jr., Partner, Bartels & Spamer
Accidents—Raymond Gray, Safety Representative, Travelers Insurance Company

Workshops were conducted at 11:00 A.M. by Madeline A. Cassi, Chicago,
National Award Committee Chairman, and Erma A. Sembach who acted for
Mary Burnett, Cincinnati, National Membership Chairman.
Phyllis E. Peters, CPA Detroit, presided at the Chapter Presidents’ Luncheon
at 12:15.

A reception preceded the banquet held in the Caswell Room Saturday evening.
Frances W. Sturgeon, CPA and General Conference Chairman, presided. Rev
erend John R. T. Hedeman was the guest speaker.
Eighty-five members, representing 25 chapters, were registered at this con
ference.
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Conference Committee
Frances W. Sturgeon, CPA
Shirley Jane Schmid
Elizabeth Foard
Agatha M. Woodruff
Ruth A. McEvoy, CPA
Florence H. Mantell
Gertrude K. Dorsey, CPA
Freda V. Meyerhoffer
Susan M. Beiser

General Chairman
Decorations
Finance
Hospitality Room
Hotel
Printing
Program
Publicity
Registration

To the East—Boston, Massachusetts was the scene of the next charter when, on
May 26, number 74 was presented by E. Virginia Barnett, the ASWA National
President. The chapter was organized by Dorothy G. Willard, a member of
AWSCPA. The first president of the 28 charter members was Eunice C. Pickett.
Members of AWSCPA and ASWA were Milwaukee bound from all across the
nation to attend the 21st Joint Annual Meeting at the Schroeder Hotel, October
25-28, 1961.
The total number of chartered chapters eligible for representation was 72;
total number of allowable chapter votes 186; number of chapters registered 62;
total number of registered delegates 126; total of registered chapter votes 163.
Wednesday, the usual ASWA Presidents’ dinner was held at 7:30 P.M. in the
East Room, followed by the ASWA Chapter Presidents’ Conference.
Thursday, at 9:00 A.M., the joint annual meeting of AWSCPA and ASWA
was held in the Crystal Ball Room, followed by the Professional Development
workshop “Part A” at 10:30. The program included:
“Writing for Professional Development”—Corinne Childs, Tulsa
“Accounting Scholarships and AWARDS”—Muriel L. McGuire, Seattle
The ASWA annual business meeting was held at 1:00 P.M. with Anne Snod
grass, National President presiding. The following issues were voted on:
Article VIII Dues, Section 1.
The motion to increase the national dues was tabled and a committee, consisting
of three ASWA and three AWSCPA members, was elected to study the proposed
budget and the need for an increase in dues. A report was to be made at the
next annual meeting.
Article VIII Dues, Section 2, was amended by unanimous vote. All dues pay
able before November 1 or members will be dropped from membership. Penalty
for re-instatement to be $1.00 and full year dues.
Article XI—Chapters, Section 1, was amended to read fifteen instead of ten
members necessary to charter a chapter.
The AWSCPA annual dinner was held at 6:30 P.M., followed by a technical
session at 9:00 P.M.
The AWSCPA annual business meeting was held Friday at 9:00 A.M., followed
by “Part B” of the Professional Development workshop at 10:30 A.M.
Ethel D. Cates, Phoenix, was the luncheon speaker and talked on “Administra
tion of Profit Sharing and Pension Plans”. Decorations and gifts were supplied
by the Rockford Chapter.
A “Night in Old Milwaukee” was an evening of relaxation held in the Wis
consin Hotel. A sumptious smorgasbord first, and then, informal entertainment in
the Rathskellar. The Viennese Waltzers, folk dancers, hula dancers (Broo & Co.)
and free beer made the evening complete.
The Saturday morning Technical Session was moderated by Dr. Bernadine
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Myer, Pittsburgh. Hostesses for the coffee break were the members of the Co*
lumbus Chapter.
The guest speaker for the Saturday night banquet was Miss Loma May, of the
Jam Handy Organization, who spoke on “Unplanned Obsolescence”. This com
pleted a very well planned and enjoyable convention. That is, enjoyable to every
one but the poor man on the 14th floor who, because of our open house, couldn’t
get any sleep.
Members were grieved to learn of the death of Detroit Chapter member, Betty
Brown, who was to serve as National President.
Total membership of ASWA reached 3,400, including 26 members-at-large
and again, Los Angeles won the annual Award with 6,672 points—Baltimore was
hostess to the Spring Eastern Regional Conference, and in the West, Phoenix was
the hostess chapter at the Western Conference.
Catherine Nickell, Jackson, Mississippi, was listed in “Who’s Who of American
Women”, and CPA degrees went to Dorothy Sharp, Evansville, Esther Bennett,
Chattanooga, Joyce Lloyd, Dallas, Texas, and Sidney Robertson of Charleston,
West Virginia. Scholarships were started by Huntington, West Virginia; Tucson,
Arizona; Rockford, Illinois; New Jersey, and Jackson, Mississippi.
President John F. Kennedy was concerned for Americans’ physical fitness—
and the “Music Man” closed on Broadway after 1,376 performances. Charleston
Chapter, in cooperation with the CPA Society, mailed career information to West
Virginia High Schools and Seattle Chapter conducted a six weeks “Income Tax
Problem Clinic” for career women, housewives and married couples. Some chap
ters participated in two study sessions for accountants to study The Balance Sheet
and Communication—Retirement insurance received attention by various other
chapters, and Anne D. Snodgrass was elected ASWA National President in July.
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1962
The Space Race—Telestar—and ASWA continued to climb—
Discover Columbus in 1962—And we did—
At the Eastern Regional Conference held at the Deshler-Hilton Hotel, in Co
lumbus, May 24-27. Registration included 130 members.
We received a warm welcome from Columbus and the weather as spring dresses
and light weight coats were much in evidence.
The registration desk opened at 10 A.M. on Thursday. We made a tour of
Lockbourne Air Force Base at 1:30 where we had the opportunity to see the air
force sentry dogs and witness a demonstration of their intensive training. We
visited the open house in the Hospitality Suite upon returning from the tour.
The meeting was opened Friday with M. Maxine Lorenz, President of Columbus
Chapter, presiding. The Invocation was given by Esther Wilhelm, First President
of Columbus, and the Welcome by M. Maxine Lorenz. The Response was given
by Phyllis E. Peters, CPA Detroit, National Secretary of ASWA.
The workshops were held at 8:45 A.M. with Dr. Bernadine Meyer, Pittsburgh,
National Director of ASWA, presiding. The subjects and speakers were:
Investment Clubs—Beware—Julia J. Kaufman, Cleveland
Public Relations with the Schools—Panel Members: Antoinette M. Peters, Cin
cinnati; Joy A. Atten, Detroit; Kathryn M. Sawyer, Pittsburgh.
The Chapter Officers’ meeting was held at 11 A.M.
The afternoon hours were devoted to touring the Westinghouse Electric Corp.
and Ohio State University.
We met in the hotel lobby at 6 P.M. to board busses bound for Scioto Country
Club to attend the Birthday Party. We enjoyed the excellent dinner, the style show
and seeing the first fifteen registrants receive a prize for their promptness.
The Saturday Technical Session at 8:30 A.M. presented a panel on “Prepara
tion for the CPA Examination”. Grace S. Highfield, CPA Columbus, Program
Chairman of the Conference Committee, presided and Glenda E. Thompson, CPA
Toledo, was panel Moderator. Members of the panel were:
Virginia Thrush, CPA, Toledo
Mary M. Russo, CPA, Columbus
Virginia F. Hibbard, CPA, Conneaut
Dorris C. Michalske, CPA, Cleveland
The Indianapolis Chapter was hostess for the 10:30 A.M. Coffee Break.

The Technical Session was continued with Louis E. Dolan, Corporate Counsel
of The Ohio Co., speaking on “Problems of Corporate Mergers”, and Bert C.
Linder, Vice President of The Ohio Co., told us of “Public Offerings of Corpo
rate Securities”.
Lillian K. Fornof, Conference Co-Chairman, presided at the 12:30 luncheon.
The Invocation was given by Ella L. Powell, Past President of Columbus Chapter,
and Dr. Paul E. Fertig, Chairman Accounting Department, College of Commerce,
Ohio State University, spoke on “Trends in Accounting Education”.
A reception was held at 6:30 P.M. Saturday, followed by the banquet at 7:30.
Hazel W. Proffitt, General Conference Chairman, presided. The Invocation was
given by Dr. Harold L. Yochum, President of Capital University. Grace High
field introduced the speaker, Richard S. Maurer, Vice President-Legal, Delta Air
Lines, Inc. His subject was “The Magic Road to CPA” which isn’t what you
think, but rather, “certified public acceptance”.
Sunday morning saw us gathered in the Hospitality Suite for an “Au Revoir”
party of sweet rolls and coffee.
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We were glad we’d discovered Columbus in 1962.
Way out West to Portland, Oregon, for the Western Regional Conference held
June 14-17, 1962.
The session was opened at a clever “Mad Hatters” breakfast which carried out
the theme of the meeting “Accountants Wear Many Hats”.
A workshop presented by Pearl Isham, Los Angeles, included the following
speakers and their subjects:
Public Relations—Helen Matthews, Phoenix
Education—Genevieve Michel, Seattle
Technical Programs—Betty Jean Lucas Bounds, Spokane
Technical sessions carried the theme out as follows:
Fringe Benefits for Corporate Executives and Key Employees—Howard Brune,
Attorney At Law
Will Applied Mathematics Recast Business Methods—Dr. Harry J. White, Pro
fessor, Portland State College
Law of Contracts and Sales—Robert Dickinson, Attorney At Law
Does Your Budget Balance?—William H. Holm, CPA
Luncheon speakers included William Hutchinson, CPA, who discussed “Our
Changing Image”, and Winifred D. Owens, District of Columbus and President
AWSCPA, spoke on “Accounting for Women in Accounting”.
Dr. W. Ballentine Henley, an educator and nationally known speaker, chose
the topic “The Challenge of Leadership” for the banquet.
Members attending this conference were fortunate as the final events of the
Portland Rose Festival coincided with the Conference dates. The thoughtful Con
ference Committee planned the program so registrants could attend an aqua show
and the Grand Floral Parade.
The Conference closed on Sunday morning with an informal brunch and fash
ion show.

Conference Committee
General Chairman
Naomi J. Nelson
Conference Secretary
Isabelle Start
Door Prizes
Virginia Waldron
Janice Jamison
Exhibits
Monica Anderson
Finance
Aura Allen
Hospitality
Anne Draper
Photography
Esther Weissert
Program
Patricia Perry
Promotion
Ruth Gooch
Publicity
Berniece Oswald
Registration
Madeline Byrd
Rose Festival Activities
Marjorie Becker
Transportation
Charter number 75 was presented on June 26 at Miami, Florida, by Erma A.
Sembach, Cincinnati, National First Vice President. Sponsored by Ft. Lauderdale,
the new chapter had 31 charter members—the first president, Mary E. Collier.
New York—New York—A Wonderful Town
The 22nd Joint Annual Meeting of AWSCPA and ASWA was held at the Wal
dorf-Astoria Hotel in New York City on September 18-21, 1962.

Approximately 350 ASWA members from all points north, east, south and west
attended. With the exception of New York, Cleveland Chapter had the largest
number registered.
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The meeting opened with a joint business meeting on Tuesday afternoon with
Winifred D. Owens, District of Columbia, President AWSCPA, presiding. The
Invocation was given by Grace S. Highfield, CPA Columbus. Elody Hoelscher,
President of New York ASWA Chapter, extended a welcome, and Gertrude Hin
delang, Detroit, Immediate Past President AWSCPA, gave the response.
After a buffet dinner in the Empire Room, the Professional Development Ses
sion, with Pearl M. Isham, Los Angeles, President-Elect ASWA, presiding. The
speaker was the Honorable Esther M. Peterson, Assistant Secretary of the U.S.
Department of Labor, who spoke on “President’s Commission on the Status of
Women”.

Wednesday morning was devoted to a Tax Panel moderated by Margaret L.
Bailey, Denver, National Vice-President, ASWA. Panel members and their sub
jects were:
Income Tax Accounting versus Accounting Theory—Frances D. Britt, Seattle
Tax Problems of the Professional Person—Dorris C. Michalske, Cleveland
New IRS Depreciation Provisions—Lois C. Mottonen, Cheyenne
Minneapolis-St. Paul Chapters, ASWA, presented a Coffee Break during the
Technical Session.
A luncheon was held on the Starlight Roof. Erma A. Sembach, Cincinnati,
National President ASWA, presided. The Invocation was given by Louise D. Lin
coln, a member of the San Carlo Grand Opera Company, who sang “The Lord’s
Prayer”. The speaker for the luncheon was Miss D. M. Vaughn, F.C.A., Edin
burgh, Scotland. Decorations and gifts were provided by the Connecticut Chap
ter, ASWA.

The annual ASWA business meeting, Erma A. Sembach presiding, was held in
the Empire Room. The principal issue in the meeting was annual dues. The mo
tion to raise national dues from $8.00 to $12.00 was voted upon and carried.
The AWSCPA annual dinner was held on Wednesday evening, Louis XVI
Suite, with Lucille R. Preston, Director AWSCPA, Dallas, as Chairman.
The AWSCPA annual business meeting was held Thursday morning with
Winifred D. Owens presiding.
The Thursday morning Professional Development Session was moderated by
Dr. Bernadine Meyer, Pittsburgh. The speakers and their subjects were:
Trends of Education for Accounting at the College Level—Dr. Marilynn G.
Winborne, Arlington, Texas
Public Relations with the Schools—Antoinette M. Peters, Cincinnati

The ASWA Chapter Presidents’ luncheon and meeting, Pearl M. Isham presid
ing, was held at 12 noon. Thursday afternoon was devoted to informal confer
ences with ASWA National Officers and Committee Chairmen.

A reception was held prior to the banquet. Winifred D. Owens presided, and
Mrs. Dexter 0. Arnold, President General Federation of Women’s Clubs, ad
dressed the assembly on “No Ceiling on Miracles”.
During the convention, a reception was given by the Cincinnati Chapter for
Erma A. Sembach, National ASWA President, and Boston honored Mary Hall,
National AWSCPA President, with a reception. The Indianapolis Chapter held an
open house, presenting a movie of the 1961 “500 mile race” and issued as favors
small race cars bearing the checkered flag.
A Farewell Brunch, Mary F. Hall presiding, was held on Friday morning.
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Rabbi Herbert Goldstein, West Side Institutional Synagogue, gave the Invocation.
The Detroit Chapter, ASWA, presented a skit entitled “An Education in Auditing”.

It was a wonderful convention—and the view from the 37th floor of the Towers
was breathtaking as the lights twinkled over This Wonderful Town.

Total ASWA membership was 3,456, including 27 members-at-large.

Six months previously and only 90 miles away in Cuba, the Dictator, Fidel
Castro, in an impassioned radio address stated he would form a single party to
lead Cuba down the path to Communism and declared “I am a Marxist-Leninist”.
On February 20, all America was praying for Lt. Colonel John H. Glenn, Jr., who
had been “Shot into Space” at Cape Canaveral, the first American Astronaut!
Col. Glenn orbited three times around the earth in capsule Friendship 7 and re
entered safely from space. Twenty-one nations, The Organization of the American
States, met in Punta Del Este, Uruguay and voted to consider Cuba a threat to
Western Security and to exclude her from participation in the inter-American
system.
“Men In The Space Age” was the theme of Century 21 Exposition at Seattle.
President Kennedy pressed a button in Palm Beach, Florida—an antennae in
Andova, Maine focused on the star Cassiopeia, 10,000 light years away—a radio
wave which had left the star 10,000 light years earlier sent a signal to Seattle by
cable and micro-wave radio—a carillon of more than 500 bells was activated in
the Space Needle—and the Fair was officially opened. Fantastic?

Scholarships were started by Flint, Wheeling, Orange County, California, Miami
and Salem, Oregon. Saline Poage of Oklahoma City received a CPA degree—
Dorothy Hubbard of Atlanta was selected to attend a Mathematical Programming
Course at Rock Island Arsenal, Illinois—Chapters were studying work simplifi
cation, effective speaking and business writing. Several chapters held all-day
tax seminars.
On May 3rd, Canada devalued their dollar to 92.5 cents to discourage contin
uous drain on foreign exchange reserves—May 28 the New York Stock Exchange
had the worst day—Blue Monday—since the Black Tuesday, October 28, 1929—
May 24—and Navy Commander M. Scott Carpenter became the second U. S.
Astronaut to orbit the earth in capsule Aurora 7.
Erma A. Sembach, Cincinnati, was elected National ASWA President at the
Annual meeting. Further changes in the AWSCPA award rules were approved,
and Past National President of ASWA, E. Virginia Barnett, Houston Chapter,
attended the 8th International Congress of Accountants in September at New
York City.

A.T. & T. and Bell Telephone laboratories “Telestar” was launched into orbit
and relayed sight and sounds of television Across the Atlantic—Navy Commander
Walter M. Shirra, Jr., completed six orbits in capsule Sigma 7 and made a spec
tacularly accurate landing in the Pacific — the World renowned Mrs. Eleanor
Roosevelt died of anemia—and

ASWA was planning for the year of its Silver Anniversary!
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